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From the editor  

Happy New Year!  
In the new year we’d like to share “I Am in Complete Remission” from the New York Retreat 2016. The main 

speaker of this worship, Hiroshi Matsubara and Emi Fukuda have been reconciled with cancer in Christ. Just as the 
reconciliation of God has been done in them, may God’s love and forgiveness cover all the wounded people and the 
wounded earth, and heal them. 

May the true peace of God be with you and all nations throughout the new year. 
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<Hiroshi Matsubara> 

Hello, my name is Hiroshi Matsubara from Seattle, 
Washington. I would like to share my story of meeting 
Jesus Christ with you today. 

First of all, I would like to talk about my family 
background a little bit. One hundred years ago, my 
mother’s father became a Christian in Seattle when he 
went to college in the United States of America. 

And talking about my father’s side, my great 
grandfather became a Christian minister in the late 
nineteenth century in Japan and spent many years in 
Hawaii and Los Angeles as a missionary to Japanese 
immigrants. 

So being influenced by them, my parents were very 
devout Christians. Yet, I did not have many chances 
even to go to church when I was young. I did not find 
the church attractive at all. 

However, all my life I had regarded myself as 
Christian, but Christianity was not part of my life at all.
I moved to the United States and attended an 
architecture graduate school in Los Angeles in 1980s. 
Then I got married and started my career as an architect 
there. When our first son was born, my wife and I 
decided to move to Seattle for a better environment. 

In 2003, I met Mrs. Michie Zinserling as my 
client who is a house church leader of Kohitsuji no 
Mure in Bellevue, Washington. After the renovation 
project meetings, Michie told me about Jesus and how 
she had met Him. 

Honestly I was not comfortable with stories of 
Kohitsuji no Mure church that Michie told me. I was 
more used to conventional church services where the 
main activity of church is to listen to a minister’s 
sermon, and church members do not have any direct 
contact with God. 

Michie insistently invited me to her house 
gathering. So shortly after the encounter with her, I 
started visiting her house gathering on Sundays. At the 
beginning, I was resistant to unfamiliar praise songs 
and the service without a minister’s sermons. 

However, gradually I began to participate in the 
service without reservation, and realized that there is a 
truth in Kohitsuji no Mure church’s vision – who 
guides me is Jesus, the real Shepherd, and not a 
minister. 

In December 2004, I finally received the baptism 
through Kohitsuji no Mure.  
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Since that day, I started to pray every morning to 
thank Jesus about everything – my work, my family 
and so on. I was very thankful every day to Jesus. 

However, in retrospect I did not focus on the will 
of Jesus for me but on my work and other things which 
were more interesting to me. I was still living my life 
self-centeredly. 

In November 2012, I was diagnosed as a stage 3 
lymphoma. The more I researched the nature of this 
type of cancer, the more grim my future looked. 

As the same time, I kept remembering the most 
essential vision of Kohitsuji no Mure church which I 
heard hundreds of times, “Everything is completed in 
praise.” I had hope in Jesus that He might touch me 
with His healing hand in praise. 

With desperation I decided to fly to Honolulu at 
the end of the month to attend a special service by 
Mitsuko and Pastor Peter who are founders of Kohitsuji 
no Mure church. The service was full of grace, 
overflowing with His praises. 

After the service, Mitsuko and Pastor Peter gave 
me a special healing prayer. As they started their prayer 
for me, I could feel peacefulness surrounding me. A 
group of other Kohitsuji no Mure members next to me 
were singing a beautiful praise song repeatedly. 

I heard Pastor Peter speaking in tongues behind 
me, and Mitsuko was also praying in front of me. When 
Mitsuko was about to say “In the name of Jesus Christ, 
cancer cells, leave the body of Mr. Matsubara,” she 
paused and said to me, “I could feel your lymphoma 
vibrating and singing ‘Amen’ with the praise song. Mr. 
Matsubara, can’t you feel it?” 

I first did not understand what Mitsuko was 
talking about. But then the revelation came to me when 
she said, “As you strived to live in the United States (a 
foreign country) by yourself, all your hardship and 
stress was built up in your belly (where cancer was). I 
feel it.” 

Since I started my own architectural practice in 
2000, certainly I had been blessed by the grace of God. 
Yet sometimes I put myself under pressure thinking that 
I was not yet reaching a satisfying result for my 
business and for my family. And I often asked Jesus to 
help me not to fail. 

Without noticing it, I was actually very stressed 
out and tired before attending the service in Hawaii. I 
realized that Jesus planned to bring me to the service so 
that I could be healed there. The swollen lymph node 
that was as big as a large sausage was a symbol of my 
stress and meant to be recognized by me. 

After I returned from Hawaii, one day it became 
clear that Jesus gave me the cancer as His final call to 
me. Jesus has been with me all the time since I was 
born. In my parents’ house, there was always the 
presence of Jesus everywhere. However, I refused to 
seek Him and took it for granted almost like an air in 
the sky. 

In 2003, God had already called me to come 
before Him through Kohitsuji no Mure church. Finally 
I had started to praise Jesus, but I was praising Him as 
a part-timer. I had prioritized my needs first, putting 
aside God’s needs. I realized that Jesus was asking me 
to step forward saying, “Hiroshi, are you ready to be 
with Me? Or would you like to remain in where you 
feel comfortable?” 

It was about time to step closer to Him. This 
would be the last chance to do it. At that moment,
I made up my mind to get closer to Jesus. 

After the prayer by Mitsuko and Pastor Peter in 
Hawaii, I knew my troubling stress was completely 
taken away, but unfortunately my swollen lymph node 
did not disappear. 

I started chemotherapy in January 2013 and 
completed the treatment in July that year. Actually, 
I never stopped working during the treatment period. 
In fact, most of my clients did not even know that I 
was going through a chemo treatment then. 

Every day I felt really happy with my life despite 
the fact that I had cancer. I had a good sleep every 
night, and side effects of the treatment were 
surprisingly small. My doctor was very surprised and 
very pleased. 

In July 2013 I finished the treatment, and in 
October the doctor told me that all the swollen lymph 
node turned into the normal size. I am very grateful 
that Jesus was always with me and protected me 
during the treatment. 

To tell the truth, after coming back from Hawaii, 
I was wondering why the cancer did not disappear 
when Mitsuko and Pastor Peter prayed for me. But 
after the treatment I undoubtedly realized that Jesus 
had intentionally given me the six-month period as my 
valuable time. 

During the chemo treatment, I decided to sing the 
praise “Isaiah 53” in Latin every morning. Each time
I felt very peaceful and protected with the sound of 
this praise song. I believe that my whole body and 
soul were harmonizing with the resounding tune of the 
Holy Cross just as my cancer cell had been vibrating 
with praise songs during the healing service in 
Hawaii. 
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The six months of chemo treatment period were 
very important for me because God gave me a chance 
to praise and love Him. He knew that I needed six 
months to find out what my spirit really wanted. He has 
made everything beautiful in its time. 

After the chemo therapy my doctor said to me, 
“You are in complete remission.” Medically speaking, 
this means that all the signs and symptoms of cancer 
have disappeared, but there is another meaning to the 
word “remission,” which is forgiveness of sins. 

I realized that I was completely forgiven. I used to 
live my life setting my mind only on the things of mine, 
putting aside His will, and worshipping Him as a 
part-timer. However, He encouraged me to turn over a 
new leaf to live for Christ. I am now in complete 
remission. 

Through the healing of my cancer, I have come to 
discover the sincere desire of my soul, which is to 
worship the Lord in spirit and truth. It is my uttermost 
joy. I believe that my life was given to resonate with the 
will of God. That is why even my cancer vibrated and 
sang with the heavenly praise in Hawaii. 

 
<Yasushi Suzuki> 

  
He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. 

（Isaiah 53:11 NKJ）  
Jesus was wounded for our sorrows and pains. 

And by His stripes, we are healed. Now the time has 
come to see the labor of His soul and body, which I 
believe is the worship in spirit and truth by all creation. 
Through the cross of Jesus Christ, God has made us 
real worshippers. Amen. 

Here we have another person who has been 
reconciled with cancer in Christ. I would like to bring 
your attention to her amazing story.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
<Emi Fukuda> 

Hello, my name is Emi Fukuda. First, let me read 
a scripture:  
 

Every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be 
refused if it is received with thanksgiving; for it is 
sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

(1 Timothy 4:4-5 NKJ)
 

Seven years ago, I was diagnosed with a fourth 
stage thymic cancer, and was told I had only six 
months to live. Obviously, my heart was crushed 
then.  

Although the scripture says, “Nothing is to be 
refused if it is received with thanksgiving (1 Timothy 
4:4 NKJ),” I felt at the time that it was impossible for 
me to accept my cancer with gratitude. How can I? 

However, one day, Mitsuko said a strange thing. 
“It is God who received all things with thanksgiving 
before anybody else.” Hearing that, I was so happy. 
Although I was never able to accept my cancer, God 
Himself had already received it with thanksgiving. 

Then, an image popped up in my mind. I saw 
Jesus gently talking to my cancer, “I will send you to 
Emi. You will be used in order to manifest my 
redeeming love, but be good. Don’t give her too 
much suffering, OK?” 

Of course, this was just my own imagination, 
yet indeed God has already sanctified all things with 
the precious Blood of Jesus. The scripture that tells 
us to receive all things with thanksgiving must be 
grounded in this truth. 

It’s been seven years since cancer was found in 
me. I still do have cancer. Medically speaking, I am 
in a very serious condition. CT scan recently showed 
that my cancer has been widely spread to other parts. 
Still, I am peaceful in Christ. 

Despite the fact that I have serious cancer, I am 
joyously living a normal life, being reconciled with 
my cancer and praising the Lord together. Look, now 
I stand here in New York to confess before the 
presence of many witnesses how awesome and how 
glorious the reconciling power of Christ is. I am 
strong in Christ. 

All sorrows, pains and illnesses are sanctified by 
the word of God and His prayer. With boldness, I 
want to say to those who are now suffering from all 
kinds of illnesses, “Thanksgiving is reconciliation.” 

Reconciliation is healing. God is love, so go in 
peace! Amen.” 

 

                                    from the Church of the Wind 
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Bible Study in the Wilderness  

February 2017 
 

The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to be still 
before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord alone. Anyone is 
welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and e-mail your report to: 
aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com 

“Healing beyond Time”  Due Date: February 1 

What does the term “Healing beyond Time” make you feel?  Which scripture does it evoke ? 

Joint Worship in Hawaii 2017 
 

God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble. 

“Cease striving and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth. ” 
(Psalm 46:1,10 NAS) 

 

Let us pray for peace of the world from Hawaii! Anyone is welcome to join us! 
 

Worship in English led by Peter & Mitsuko   10:00 a.m. Sat. Feb. 25, 2017 
                                                At Ala Moana Hotel Carnation Room 

 
Worship in Japanese led by Peter & Mitsuko  10:00 a.m. Sun. Feb 26, 2017 

                                                At Ala Moana Hotel  Carnation Room   
    

Please arrange your own accommodation, air ticket and transportation.  
   For further information, please contact Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church. 

 

<Yasushi Suzuki> 
While Mr. Matsubara’s cancer has completely 

disappeared, Mrs. Fukuda’s remains and is spreading. 
Nevertheless, they have something crucial in common. 
It is the fact that with the perfect healing of Christ 
poured on them, they are living in the blissful joy 
coming from the cross. 

We have formed a special band “The Wounded 
Healers” for today, and now we’d like to present to 
you a praise song “O Shepherd of Israel” from Psalm 
80 with the Persian traditional instruments. 

 I will play the Tomback, Emi will play the bells, 
Yoshiko (a staff worker) the Nei, and Hiroshi the 
Kamanche. Kamanche is the ancestor of the violin and 
it is called the “crown jewel of the ancient Persia.” 

                   
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph 
like a flock; You who dwell between the cherubim, 
shine forth!             (Psalm 80:1 NKJV)  

 
 

From the worship in New York Retreat on May 26, 2016


