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From the editor 
  

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.     (Matthew 5:9 RSV) 
                                                            

    We would like to share with you the redeeming power of Christ that has been manifested in Kumiko Hozawa.
Definitely you will be able to receive the same power that she experienced through her testimony, As an Ambassador
of the True Peace. 

 
With His stripes we are healed.   (Isaiah 53:5 RSV) 

 
I encountered Jesus Christ in October 2000. Jesus

has completely healed my depression. Today I would
like to talk about the miracle that God did for me.  

I used to suffer from the consciousness that I was
very sinful. It was always in me since I was small. I did
not know where this feeling came from, but I constantly
had this feeling of guilt. Due to the self-condemnation
in me, I was scared of being seen by people. I was
afraid that my filthy-self would be exposed. 

I was even scared of walking out of my house.
Whenever I had to go outside, I became so nervous that
I felt nauseous.  

When I was a middle-school student, I thought that
I had better die since I was not worthy to live. At the
same time, the temptation of death was getting stronger
in me. However, my family loved me so much that I
thought I should never commit suicide or else I would
hurt my family.  

I kept struggling within me, and eventually I started
to suffer from depression. 

When I was a high-school student, my mother
started to go to the Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church.

She was so happy with God that she could not stop
telling others about Christ. She persuaded me to read a 
monthly booklet issued by the church. The booklet was 
full of wonderful testimonies of God. Certainly it
amazed me. 

Yet actually I was not convinced. I rather 
proclaimed, “I don’t believe in God,” even though I 
thought everything written there was so true. Since my 
depression was so serious, I had a kind of confidence 
that I would not be healed forever. 

I thought that God might come to meet others, but 
not me, for I was a filthy sinner. So I neither believed in
Christ nor went to church. 

After graduating from high school, I failed 
university entrance examinations. So I entered a private
tutoring school to prepare for the exam next year. 

In those days, my depression got much worse, so I 
could not think of my future at all. I thought I 
desperately needed to have a dream to pursue, because
it was so hard and tough for me to keep myself alive. I 
sought the goal of my life, and a dream was given to 
me. It was that I want to make the world peaceful. 

I questioned myself, “What can I do for the peace 
of the world?” I came to think that a real peace would



As an Ambassador of the True Peace                                      
 

 - 2 - 

  
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

not come unless all of us became happy to the last man. Intellectually I understood it was impossible to accomplish
in the real world. However, I could not deny the voice echoing in the depth of myself, “I want to make the world
peaceful.” 

Although I discovered the sincere desire of my soul, my depression became more and more serious.  
One day, I finally made a suicide attempt. It was in early summer when I was 22 years old. I took a large

amount of epilepsy pills. I did it almost unconsciously while I was drunk and asleep. When I woke up, it turned out
to be an absolute disaster. I was in serious trouble. 

I had a splitting headache, continuous vomiting, and severe cramps. I hit my head on the floor and the wall due
to severe cramps. It was totally uncontrollable and so dreadful that I thought I was close to death. 

In the middle of the whole thing, I regretted that a wounded person like me should never have desired to make
the world peaceful. I thought this was something way off the mark to me.  

But cutting off the voice of accusation, I heard another voice talking to me, “Thank you very much for wishing
for the peace of the world.”  

Who is talking to me? I thought it must be someone who had watched over me all along.  
Still, my cramping did not stop, and my face was awfully bloody because I kept hitting my face all over the

place. I thought I was going to die.  
Right at the moment, in the midst of the pain and suffering, the voice again echoed in me, “Do not give up. You

shall live! I died for you, so you shall live!”  
The voice was really gentle but I felt a great power in it, as if no other thing could prevail against it. 
I just wanted to follow this voice which radiated an astonishing power. I prayed that I would be able to wake up

alive tomorrow morning, and then I went to sleep.  
Looking back on those days, I now know the voice encouraging me to live was the voice of Jesus Christ.  

   
Next morning, I found myself still alive, and for the first time I thought I was happy to be alive. But when I saw

my face in a mirror, it was black and blue all over; I really could not look straight at myself.  
And I could not walk normally with pain running all over my body. So, I went to the hospital three days later. 
I honestly told the doctor everything that had happened. He was dumfounded and said, “Just a month ago, a

man who took the same amount of this medicine as you was brought here. We could not do anything for him, and
consequently he became a vegetable. Well, you are still alive. You don’t know how lucky you are! Don’t ever do
such a silly thing again.”  

Hearing the doctor, I realized that I was given life by some great power. Even death never had the power to
destroy it. I decided to say good-bye to my depression. Yes, I can, because I was saved to live. 

Around that time, my mom sent me two CDs, which included the message of Pastor Peter Shimada. I listened
to one of them right away.  

In the CD he said, “Let me teach you a very effective short prayer. Just say this prayer once a day, ‘Lord, Fill
me with Your love and light.’ Just repeat this prayer every day, and wait and see! You will find yourself completely
renewed in a month. I guarantee it.”  

I was really hit by what Pastor Peter said. He even proclaimed that he guaranteed it. How could he say that? He
must know something absolute and imperishable. And I was convinced that this prayer would completely set me free
from depression. I decided to say this prayer every day to the Lord. 

From morning till night I said this prayer. I repeated it without ceasing all day long, getting dressed in the
morning, studying during the day, and taking a bath at night. 

Even when the temptation of death approached me again, I dared to repeat this prayer as if blowing negative
thoughts away. In fact, this prayer overwhelmed me with the peace of God whenever I said it.  

And I also listened to the other CD. In that CD, Pastor Peter shared an astonishing testimony. Someone who got
an incurable sickness started to read the Bible three times a day like taking medicine at a set time. 
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Surprisingly, his sickness was healed within a week. Hearing this story, I was convinced that my depression 
would be definitely taken away by the word of God, as this man’s incurable sickness was gone.  

I used to say, “I would not be healed forever. So I don’t believe in God.” But after listening to these two 
CDs, I spiritually came to know that God exists; there was no doubt in me. I started to read the Bible three times 
a day just like the man did. In the Bible each letter looked shinning, and even dancing in joy. 

Triggered by two messages by Pastor Peter Shimada in the CDs, finally I believed in Jesus Christ as the true 
God. I received baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. It was in the year 2000.   

The day after I listened to the second CD, I left home for school in the morning as usual. When I got on the
train, I noticed my radical change. Until yesterday, I had been bound by indescribable fear of going outside and 
meeting people. However, on that day, I could not find the faintest fear within me that I always had.  

Then I realized that I was completely healed of depression. Since then my depression has never come back. I 
have been all right up to now.  

As you know, in modern medical science, depression is difficult to be cured. Its cause and treatment have
not been found yet. And numerous people are suffering from depression all over the world. 

But, do not give up! Look at me! I was the one who could not bear the suffering of depression and had a
death wish always, and even attempted suicide. I might well have been dead already.  

However, the truth is that God has saved me.  
Moreover, God healed me in such a simple way. I did not take any complicated process that required a big

effort, deeds or patience. 
Let me remind you. I was made whole just by repeating a short prayer every day, “Lord, Fill me with Your 

love and light,” and reading the Bible a little each day. Let us place hope in Christ and Him alone. 
As I said, I had a sincere desire of my soul. That was a wish for the peace of the world. It still is my sincere 

desire.  
After I encountered the love of Christ, I decided to surrender my life to Christ who did the great thing for

me.  
Now I have become a staff worker of the Kohitsuji no Mure Church. I consider that I am working for the 

peace of the world in Christ. The most fundamental vision of our church is, “Everything is completed in praise.” 
I believe the praise can heal and save the world. 

The praise is not a mere song, but the resounding of it embraces the redeeming power of Christ in it. 
The praise given by just one person works for the peace of the world. I believe this is the will of God for us. 
I am called as a peacemaker. As God has healed my depression through praise and prayer, He will be sure to 

save the world through our praise and prayer. 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.                  (Matthew 5:9 RSV) 
 

Everyone who gives praise to the Lord is an ambassador of the true peace and reconciliation.  
Lastly I would like to proclaim my favorite scripture which is my firm foundation. 

     
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, 
but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin 
and death.                                     (Romans 8:1-2 NKJV) 

 
Lord, thank You for calling a wounded person like me. I have become a witness of love of Christ. 
I will never cease to magnify Your love. I pray in Your holy name, Amen. 
 

March 28, 2014 in the Evening worship at the Church of the Wind 
 

                                                from the Church of the Wind
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Day Participation  
Fee for Day Participation (without meal) is as follows: 

【Day Participation】 ¥5,000 ($50) / Adult, ¥2,500 ($25) / Child under 12 

【Visitor】 ¥500 ($5) 

☆ “Visitor” is those who come to Kohitsuji no Mure worship service (including the house church 
gathering) for the first time, or those who has not been baptized yet. 

  
 

 Access to Kobe Portopia Hotel  

 

 
 

 

 
This summer, we will have the Kohitsuji no Mure Retreat in Kobe, Japan. Let us come before the Lord and 

worship Him together! Worship is the joy for all the creation. In the midst of praise, many people experience 
various physical and inner healings and come to know the abundant love of God. Experience the special 
resounding of heavenly praises! 

Since the Retreat will be held only once in every three years, please don't miss it this summer!  
For more information, please check the Kohitsuji no Mure English website and contact with Kohitsuji no 

Mure Headquarters. 
Simultaneous English Interpretation is available.  
 

Date: August 27 – 29, 2014 
   Place: Kobe Portopia Hotel (Hall) 

   Kobe City, Japan 
 

From Kansai International Airport---Bay Shuttle 
(ship) to Kobe Airport is available (29 min /¥1,850). 
From Kobe Airport, take the Port Liner and get off at 
Shimin-Hiroba Station (8 min).  

 

 
See the Kobe Portopia Hotel website at 
http://www.portopia.co.jp/en/location/index.html 

Hankyu 
Railway

JR Line

Hanshin 
Railway 

Sannnomiya

Stn. 

Port Liner 

☆ KOBE 
PORTOPIA 

HOTEL 

Shinkansen  JR Shin Kobe Stn. 

Kobe Airport 

Shimin-Hiroba Stn.

Bible Study in the Wilderness 
 

The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to be 
still before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord alone. 
Anyone is welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and e-mail your 
report to aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com.                    

            “Neither Cold Nor Hot”  Due Date: August 6 
  

I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot!     
So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth.  

(Revelation 3:15-16) 

Q: What does it mean to be neither cold nor hot for you? 


