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From the editor 

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me, and the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.       (Galatians 2:19) 

 
This is Paul’s confession. And we believe that God is leading us to the same confession by bestowing us the heavenly

praises. May His will be done on us who are called to the heavenly praise at this end time. 
Now let us share with you a testimony, I found Myself in Praise given at the Friday Night Service by Yuki Shibuta. 

I was born in a typical Japanese family with my 
father, mother, and my younger sister. I don’t know why, 
but since I was very little, I always had this question in 
mind: “Why am I living my life?” 

I remember when I was in the 5th grade, I used to go 
to jyuku, a private after school, in the evening. Late at 
night, I would go home using a public bus. As I was riding 
on the bus and looking at the people around me, I 
wondered why I was not that businessman across from me, 
or the girl next to me. It was such a mystery for me that I 
was I, and that my conscious was in my body. 

I thought that way, because I always felt a kind of 
distance from my own life. Just like everyone else, I 
sometimes experienced happy and joyful things and other 
times unhappy and sad events. Yet all those things felt 
distant from me somehow. So sometimes I wondered if my 
whole life was in someone’s imagination, or my life may 
not be something real. 

My mother became Christian when I was ten years 
old. She took me and my sister to church. But since I was 
in that kind of situation, I had not much interest in God. I 
did not feel even my own existence as real, so I had no 
idea what it meant to believe in an invisible God. I was 
more concerned about my own problems and questions in 
life. I went to church just to please my mother. And I also 
went to a Christian Junior High School for the same 
reason, though I didn’t want to go. When I was little, I had 

no energy to talk back to my parents. So I just followed 
and did what they wanted me to do. 

One time one of my staff worker friends saw my 
pictures of those days, and she said, “Yuki, you look like 
you are saying, ‘I’m sorry that I exist.’” It was so true. I 
was not living at all. But I didn’t know what to do. I just 
lived every day, because I was here and had no choice. I 
felt sorrow, despair and frustration of life, deep inside of 
me. But I never told it to anyone, including my close 
friends or my family, because I somehow knew that 
solution could not be given by any human. 

Yet I never imagined that the answer I sought was 
God, Jesus Christ. I could never believe in Him with my 
own power. But God was waiting for me all the years. And 
finally He met me on one night in my sophomore year in 
college. 

At that time, I was a college student in the United 
States, and by then I had already stopped thinking about 
why I was living, because I thought I had to go on with my 
life anyway. I figured that I could not be stuck with the 
question to which I would have no answer. So I switched
my mind and decided to make the most out of the life that 
I was living. I had always cared about what other people 
would say and tried to please them, but I decided to stop 
caring about others and try to find what I really wanted to 
do. 

In order to be precise about what I wanted to achieve 
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in my life, I even created my own“things to do list before I 
die.”One of the things I wanted to do was to make enough 
money to hire people to clean and take care of the house 
chores. (I hated cleaning and cooking and all sort of things 
that housewives had to do!) So I really studied hard to get 
good grades for my good future. 

In those days I kept my diary to reflect upon the day, 
and on that night I was keeping my diary as usual. Then 
suddenly I had this urge coming up from within that I 
wanted to be really honest to myself. What’s the most 
honest thing in my heart? I questioned myself and before I 
realized, my hand started to write by itself. “I am not 
happy. I can’t honestly say that I am happy.” Seeing what I 
wrote, I sat there in shock, because I was supposed to have 
all the reasons to be happy about, but no reason to be 
unhappy. I was given the environment where I could 
freely study, my father was paying my tuition and I didn’t 
have to work, I had good friends, I was doing everything 
in a way I wanted to do. If I were not happy in this kind of 
situation, how would it be possible for me to be ever 
happy?! I was thrown into despair. And before I knew, I 
found myself opening the Bible, which happened to be on 
the shelf right before my eyes. I opened it, as if to cling to 
the last hope. 

It opened to the parable of two men’s prayer: a 
Pharisee and a Tax Collector. 

 
Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus with himself, “God, I thank 
You that I am not like other men - extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast 
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.” And 
the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much 
as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, “God, be merciful to me a sinner!” I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified rather than 
the other.           (Luke 18:10-14 NKJ)

 
Reading it, I knew that I was a Pharisee, because I 

tried to do everything on my own and thought I was doing 
the right thing. I never had the prayer in me: “God, have 
mercy upon me.” Then for the first time I knew my sins. 
For the first time I knew why Jesus Christ died on the 
cross. He died for me, a sinner. I was a sinner for I 
thought I could live without God. 

I thought there was no selfless love in this world. 
Looking at myself, I knew I could never be like Mother 
Teresa, and I saw no such love in the people around me. I 

thought we could love others only because we received 
something good in return. But God is the true selfless 
love. He loved me expecting nothing in return. He loved 
me even though there was no guarantee at all that I would 
realize His love. He was crucified on the cross for me, 
even though I said I didn’t need Him. 

All of a sudden my eyes were opened to His love. It 
was the work of God. Something warm came down from 
above to my head and to my whole body. Then I 
exclaimed from deep within, “I am happy!” I was in a 
small dormitory room, and nothing changed outside, but 
the great transformation took place inside of me that 
night. Jesus Christ is God. And He died for me. I finally 
found the answer. It was God, Jesus. 

Jesus Christ is my God. It changed everything of my 
life. I am not alone, and whatever I do, wherever I am, the 
Lord is my God and He is always with me. I live not as 
the result of a mere chance, but because God desires me 
to live. Everyone lives because God desires him to live. I 
could not be happy by myself, even if I did everything as 
I desired. I didn’t even know what my true heart was 
without Him. As the coverings of my heart were taken 
away one by one by His love, the truth of my heart came 
out. The truth was: I wanted to be with my Lord, and I 
wanted to live for Him. I wanted anything and everything 
that He desires of me. So I decided to give my life to the 
Lord and decided to work for Him here in the Kohitsuji 
no Mure Church. 

The more I made up my mind to walk according to 
the will of the Lord, however, the more I came to know 
that it was my own self, my own flesh and ego that kept 
me away from His will. The more I tried to walk 
according to the Spirit, the more I felt the power of my 
own flesh at work. As Paul said in Romans chapter 7:15: 

 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do 
what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 

(Romans 7:15) 
 

Every time I saw my flesh going against the Spirit, I 
renewed my decision to follow Him. And I repeated it 
again and again. I thought as long as we lived on the earth 
with our body, it was impossible for us to be completely 
freed from the limitation of the flesh. It was when I was 
quite consumed by this continual battle between the Spirit 
and flesh, and almost accepted it with resignation. Then 
the totally unimaginable happened! The best was yet to be 
revealed. 
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In the year 2000, all of a sudden, heavenly praises 
were flooded upon us. At the moment I heard its tune, I 
burst out in tears without knowing why. I was just so 
excited and mumbled to myself, “It truly existed! It did 
exist.” I didn’t know how to put it into words. I just knew 
those resounding tunes directly came from heaven and 
that it opened a totally new dimension. Now I know that 
the heavenly praise was the revelation of the true love. It 
is the world of love, which is not shortened or weakened 
by the power of the flesh. It is the perfect and true love, 
which I thought I would never know until I went up to 
heaven. 

Since then, we have been given thousands of 
heavenly praises continuously for 13 years now. Amazing 
isn’t it? As we kept on singing the heavenly praises, its 
resounding tune healed us deeply from within. We came 
to know that the resounding tune of the heavenly praises 
is the very manifestation of Christ’s resurrected life. The 
healing not only came to us who sing, but also to those 
who listen. It also flew to the earth and all the living 
creatures. Heavenly praises are reaching out even to all 
the problems arising in this end time. We realize that 
these praises are God’s secret weapon which has been 
entrusted to us. 

The resounding tune of heavenly praises also 
uncovered our deep-seated pains, hidden angers and all 
the unnecessary things for us to worship. They were all 
brought into the light of Christ in order to be made the 
light itself. This reconstruction work of the Spirit is still 
going on in us. It is to prepare us as the Bride of Christ. 
Here in the Church of the Wind, we are invited to the 
Cosmic Worship, which transcends time and space. We 
worship the Lamb of God together with those who have 

already returned to heaven, those on earth, and those 
under the earth as one. It is God’s very joy for us to have 
such worship on the earth. He has been waiting for the 
time and place for such worship to be revealed on the 
earth. And I believe that the Church of the Wind is called 
for this mission. 

Cosmic Worship is the joy of the Lord. And I found 
that my true self is in God’s joy. The Lord, my Creator, is 
the One who knows me much more than I do, and He is 
wishing me, much more than I do, to live truly to myself. 
In the Cosmic Worship I now know that I no longer need 
to know my true self, because the Lord knows my true 
self, even if I don’t. I will just worship the Lord, and I find 
everything I have searched and wished here in the 
worship. 

Now we are invited to the Cosmic Worship together 
with four living creatures as described in the Revelation. 

 
Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like 
crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around 
the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in 
front and in back . . . And they do not rest day or 
night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
Who was and is and is to come!”  
Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor 
and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives 
forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down 
before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him 
who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying: “You are worthy, O Lord, 
To receive glory and honor and power; For You 
created all things, And by Your will they exist and 
were created.”          (Revelation 4:6, 8-11, NKJ) 

 
 

April 25, 2013 
 

Hato Praise (heavenly praise) Best Selection CD 

Christe Eleison 

$10.00  (Oversea shipping included) 

We have been given over 1000 heavenly praise songs since the year 2000, and here 20 bests 
are selected into this CD!  
Listen to the beautiful resounding tunes of praise directly coming from heaven! 

 
Disc 1     Sanctus             

Credo I～III     
Christe Eleison 
O Shepherd of Israel （Japanese）  

                 
To purchase it, send a check or a money order payable to: Kohitsuji-no-Mure, Inc. to the 
Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church. Confirming your payment, we will ship them to you. 

Disc 2    Alleluia in Spring 
Livore Ejuse               
Confitemini Domino  
Gloria Deo    …and more! 
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Walk by the Spirit
 

 
– Victory of the Cross of the Lord

 

–

 

To live by faith is to know that I am forgiven while being in sins, and to rejoice in the
Lord who forgives me. Even sins that trigger temptation are in the hands of the Lord.
Because of sins, we can be saved. I therefore wish to live as Paul says: 

Walk by the Spirit.                                             (Galatians 5:16) 

I will walk by the Spirit. I will not lose sight of the cross of the Lord. I will look up at
the Lord. I want to live by faith in the Lord. These are my sincere wishes. 

As the temptation was a necessary first step for Jesus to complete the cross, it is an
important step for us to know the victory of the Lord on the cross and to know His love
more deeply. Because we have the flesh, we receive the salvation. Because we died, we
shall live. 

If we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.   (Romans 6:8) 
  

For Paul to live in the flesh is to live by faith in Christ, which is to live with Christ and
to walk by the Spirit. I have the flesh, and I am tempted by the flesh. So be it, because it is
no longer I who live. This confession of Paul’s is also my confession. 

Jesus’ having the flesh was God’s plan and the important key to fulfill the will of God.
In the same way, our having the flesh is an important key to receive the salvation of Christ.
Rather than see the flesh through temptation, I would like to see the One who has won a
victory over the flesh which triggers temptation, and rejoice in Him. 

 
We know that our old self was crucified with him 

so that the sinful body might be destroyed,  
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.  

For he who has died is freed from sin.  
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. 

(Romans 6:6-8) 
 

 ( from “The White Dove I” P. 291 )

From “The White Dove”                                                   


