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From the editor    

          All things work together for good to those who love God,  
to those who are the called according to His purpose.  (Romans 8:28 NKJ)                     

      
Last month, we had a special guest from South Africa! We knew that it was God who brought him to the Church

of the Wind to worship together with us! 
Now we’d like to share with you a wonderful testimony, “Return to Your Rest, Oh My Soul,” given at the Friday

Night Worship Service by Thomas Kolokoto. 

Amen! I want to greet the church of God in the
wonderful name of the Lord and my Savior, Jesus Christ.
He is the One who knows why I am here and who planned
this day. 

I came to Japan from South Africa, attending the
training at Osaka organized by Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA). I am working for the
government in South Africa. I am a Christian. I love God. 

God is faithful. God is love. God cares for us. And
God is good.  

Let me share with you how God has been showing
Himself in my life. Firstly it will be about how I came to
this church (the Church of the Wind). 

On May 6, I arrived at Kobe. My first Sunday I did 
not attend any church because it was my first time being
in Japan and I did not know about Christian churches
around. 

The first two Sundays, I somehow tried to conduct
my own church service by taking my bible and going to
the nearest and convenient place such as a park to worship
God for at least two hours from 9:00 or 10:00. But though 
the intentions were good, I was easily distracted and could
not spend the two hours I had planned. So I said to myself,
“Am I going to spend all the seven Sundays that I will be 
in Japan like this?” 

Then on the third Sunday, I searched through the 

internet for Christian churches which had provision of
English language and also prayed that God would direct me
to the one, because I might find many churches in Japan. 

I managed to find two churches. One was Baptist
International. I can’t remember the other one. Although I
did not attend to the Baptist church in my country, at least I
was familiar with this name. I checked that the address was
in Ashiya. 

Since I came to Japan, I never used a train alone. I did
not even know how to buy a ticket!! But on the morning of
May 26, for the first time since my arrival in Japan, I took a
train on my own to Ashiya. 

Arriving at Ashiya station I went to a taxi and  said,
“Take me to Baptist church.” The information I had
obtained before indicated that Baptist church was probably
about 1.5 km from the Ashiya station. But driver was
driving with me more than 1.5 km. I tried to inform him
that we were getting lost but we could not understand each
other as he did not understand English and I did not
understand Japanese well. 

He finally stopped and dropped me at one school with
the name Baptist International and he left. But the gate was
locked and I could see no one there. Looking around I
walked a few meters and saw another vehicle parked by the
road side and fortunately the driver was inside. I went
closer and asked the driver, “I am lost. I am going to the
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Baptist church.” Like all other Japanese people, the
driver was helpful and fortunately understood a bit of
English. And he said “Just come in and I will take you
there.” Then he dropped me here (at the Church of the
Wind). 

But it did not have anywhere written Baptist
International Church. So I could not realize it was a
church. I went closer to the building and met the
woman at the front desk and I told her, “I was looking
for Baptist International Church.” She gave me
direction and offered to walk with me for a few meters 
to be sure I would not get lost. As we walked I realized
that she was directing me to where I was already
coming from and I explained to her. As we continued
communicating she made me aware that there was a
Christian church service going on inside the building
and there was provision for English translation. 

I then felt I should attend with them and she
agreed. I also asked about the name of the church for
possible confirmation that it was a Christian church. 
However, I did not understand the name as it was in
Japanese but I said, “Let me attend,” and should I not
be comfortable I would not come again. 

While seated in the sanctuary of this church, I was 
still wondering “God, is this the right place?” God 
knew that I was still uncomfortable. So He did
something. As the worship continued, the woman who
was leading the worship on that day shared about
Psalms 116. 

 
I love the Lord, 

because He has heard my voice  
and my supplications. 

Because He has inclined His ear to me, 
Therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live. 

The pains of death surrounded me, 
And the pangs of Sheol laid hold of me; 

I found trouble and sorrow. 
Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
"O Lord, I implore You, deliver my soul!" 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
Yes, our God is merciful. 

The Lord preserves the simple; 
I was brought low, and He saved me. 

Return to your rest, O my soul, 
For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you. 
For You have delivered my soul from death, 
My eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 

I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living.
                                  （Psalm 116:1-9 NKJ）

 

And I knew that now I was in the right place,
because I also have a special testimony about Psalm
116 in my life. The worship went on till the end and I
thanked God for His guidance. I really enjoyed
worshipping God with Christians at Kohitsuji no Mure
Church. 

God is able to answer our question. He knows
your needs. He knows your desires. If you just trust
Him, He will make a way. He brought me to this
church. When I left South Africa, I never knew that
today I would be standing here and worshipping God
together with you. Only God knew. 

 
It was around April 1999 when God spoke to me

through Psalm 116 verse 7. 
 

Return to your rest, O my soul, For the Lord has 
dealt bountifully with you.          (Psalm 116: 7) 

 
Another version said, “For the Lord has done good

things.” 
I had just completed my Master’s Degree, and I

was looking for a job. 
At that time, I did not have anything. I was just

going through a challenge. Sometimes I walked long
distance of about 30 km, because I did not have money
to take a bus or a train. But in the midst of this situation
I had peace in my heart and always said in my spirit
that as long as the eyes of God were upon me I was
fine. As long as God saw what I was going through, I
was happy. There was an African song I would sing
during those moments whose English translation would
mean “Let Thy will be done.” 

However, every time I applied for a job, I got a
letter of regret. I even got tired of receiving such letters.
It was quite painful because my collegues, my former
classmates had got some employment. But God did a
miracle for me. 

Towards the end of January 1999 if not early
February 1999, I saw a post advertised on the Sunday
newspaper. It was the post of a Planner: State Land
Management in Mafikeng, North West Province. When
I saw that post, I said to myself, “This is my post!” I
even took a resolution that I would never apply for
other posts, because this was my post. 

I waited until toward the end of April. Then I got a
call and was invited for the interview. Immediately
after I got a call, I went straight to my bible. I opened
the bible and it went to this scripture, Psalm Chapter
116 verse 7. 
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Return to your rest, O my soul, For the Lord has 
dealt bountifully with you.            (Psalm 116:7) 

 
I thought God had spoken to me. I was so happy. I 

thanked Him. It was on Thursday and the interview was
for the following Wednesday. It was almost 300 km from 
Johannesburg where I was staying at that time to 
Mafikeng where I was going to have an interview. But I
did not have money to go there. Fortunately they said that 
they would send someone to pick me up. 

On Sunday, I went to church. At church I said to
them, “Brethren, I got a job!” But they said, “Where?” I
said “In North West Province.” After the church, another
brother came to me and said, “You said that you found a
job.” I said, “Yes.” “Did you go to the interview?” I said, 
“No, I am still going.” “But how could you say that you
got a job?” Then I felt something in me said, “Without 
faith it is impossible to please Him. (Hebrews 11:6) ”  

On Wednesday, I went for the interview. I really 
enjoyed the questions to the point when we came to the
end of the interview I told the panel that I was
disappointed because I was still enjoying the questions. 

Within two weeks I received a call that I got a post. 
So God is faithful. You can trust Him. He will do

greater things for you. 
Perhaps I should also share with you what happened

in the interview. This thing I learned after I was 
employed. I was already working with my manager who
was the head of the State Land Division. 

I wanted to ask him why he was not in the panel on
the day of the interview. He said to me, “Something
happened on that day of the interviews.” I was the first
candidate to be interviewed and there were about six
candidates contesting for that post. While the panel was
about to call me for the interview, the agent called him
and he left the panel to respond to an emergency. He came 
back immediately after my interview and became part of
the panel interviewing the other five candidates. That 
means he was not in the panel only during my interview.
But at the end of the interviews he was not satisfied with
the performance of all the five candidates, possibly even
considering re-advertising the post. However the 
members of the panel told him that the first candidate,
which was me, was quite good and he ended up taking
their recommendation and employed me. 

This was indeed God’s favor. He saw that the best
thing was to take the main person out for me to be
interviewed by people who did not know much about that

field of State Land Management. If he was there, maybe I
was just going to be like other five candidates, because at 
that time I did not know much about State Land
Management. 

So God made provision. He changed the panel just 
for me. 

And within a few years, State Land Management 
became my area of expertise. Through God I also got a
number of promotions within the Department. 

He can do the same with you. Just trust Him. He can 
do much more for you. God is able to make a way for the
person who is looking for a job. Sometimes there will be
many applications, but God will make a way just for you.
It may not only be with your application for a job, but for
anything. Do not say, “Maybe I am not going to succeed.”
If you trust Him, He is able.  

Let us sing praise. 
 
♪ Come now trust in the Lord. 

Come now trust in the Lord. 
   For He is full of mercy  
      And full of goodness.  Alleluia… ♪ 

 
Now, let me share with you how I was saved. 
One day when I was a first year at university, I went 

to church for the first time, because I was invited by my 
cousin. But at that time, I did not know what kind of
church it was. If he had informed me that we were going
to a church that preached Christian salvation, I do not 
think that I would have gone with him, because I was like 
other people who had a negative perception about church 
that preached about Jesus. 

But while I was in the church, I realized that the
word of God was speaking to me. Preaching on that day
was about trusting God. If you can trust God, God knows
all of us, and understands us. If you can just trust God
and entrust your life to Him, He will take care of the rest.
The Bible says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
(Matthew 6:33 NKJ)” It was an answer for my question. 

When it was the last year in high school, I got sick.
At that time no one in my family knew God. So we went
to the traditional healer. Then I went there to consult with 
him alone. He said to me that if I could not come on that 
day, I would die in two weeks. So I asked him, “Are you 
going to save my life?” And he said, “I am going to try.”
That was his response. I said “No, that’s inappropriate.” I 
needed someone who could say, “Yes, I will save you.”
And I realized that there was no one except God who

                                                from the Church of the Wind
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could say “I will save you.”  
Then at church, I realized that I could not trust any

other persons with my life, even my parents, and my
family, but only God. 

I felt I needed this God whom I could entrust with
my life. And I said, “Let me give my life to You, God!”
This is how I was saved. Since then God has never
disappointed me. 

David says in Psalm 37. 
 

I have been young, and now am old; Yet I have not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants 
begging bread.        (Psalm 37:25 NKJ) 

  
David said, “I have been young, and now am old.”

He went through the stage as we are going through. But
he has never seen the righteous disappointed and being
forsaken by God. So I want to say, God will never
forsake you. He never left me at any stage. He has never
left me. 

 
Today, I want to challenge you by the word of

Mary in the book of John Chapter 2 verse 5. 
 

Whatever He says to you, do it.    (John 2:5 NKJ) 
 
This scripture tells us about the miracle that

happened at the wedding of Cana where Jesus and His
mother were among the guests.  

The Bible says that the wine ran out. 
During that situation where people were frustrated

and the celebration mood was declining, Mary, the
mother of Jesus knew the secret of resolving the crisis. 

She said to the servants. 
 

Whatever He says to you, do it.     (John 2:5 NKJ)
 
In life we go through different experiences.

Sometimes there is happiness and at one moment there
is sadness. However, when Jesus Christ is there in our
lives we have the answer. Mary the mother of Jesus tells

us the answer: “Whatever He says to you, do it.”  
I am always moved by Mary’s faith.  
Mary knew that as long as Jesus was there, the

situation would be changed. As long as Christ is there in
your life, the situation will change. And fortunately she
said, “Whatever He says, even if you may not
understand it, just do it.” 

And we know what Jesus said to the servants. He
just said, “Fill the waterpots with water, and draw some
out now, and take it to the master of the feast. (John 2:7-8
NKJ)” A very simple thing. Fill the waterpots and take it
to the master. 

Imagine if they could have not done “whatever He
says.” Their sorrow would not have turned into
happiness. They would have continued in their
frustration and sorrow. But thank God, they obeyed.    

So our lives are just like that. We just need to do
whatever the word of God says to you. God talks to us in
different ways. He may speak through His words. He
may speak through another person. He may speak
through dreams and visions. Whatever He says to us, we
must just do it. He knows why. He knows our tomorrow
and our futures. He is the answer and let us not doubt. 

Some of us suffered painful experiences of not
having done what He says we must do. But God is still
faithful. We must repent and just do whatever He says. 

There is a miracle when we obey His Word. He can
still turn our sorrow to joy. He is able.  

At the end, I want to say to you. Just keep the faith.
Don’t allow anything to take it away. I know it is
challenging for you because there is only a few
Christians in Japan. But just hold on. God knows why.
Just by keeping faith, this area will be saved. Just go on.

There is nothing impossible with God!! 
 

July 21, 2013 

English Interpretation of Sunday Worship of the Church of the Wind will be on line soon! 

You can join our Sunday Worship Service at the Church of the Wind translated to English live worldwide via 
internet soon. We will give you more information on our web site.  

URL:http://kohitsuji.com  


