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From the editor 

For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst. 
                                                                                                                                (Matthew18:20 NAS)  

At NY retreat Pastor Peter said “Now Japan is in danger of great earthquakes. Let us pray as one Body of Christ, 
God will never fail to hear our prayer and surely heal all the land and people.” With an image of Jesus putting His 
healing hand on the Nankai trough, which is said to cause great earthquakes and tsunamis, we prayed.  

In our prayer, Mitsuko heard a voice, “I will place My hand on your wounds.” God said He would also heal our 
personal pains and wounds. Surely all creations received His healing through NY retreat. And as one Body, we 
continue to give praise and prayer for each one and for the entire world. 

This time, we share the testimony, “Abundant Redemption” by Tomoe Yoshida. Let us give the abundant 
thanksgiving to the Lord! 
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My Encounter with Christ 
 
My name is Tomoe Yoshida. Given a chance to 

speak my testimony, I put a title on it, which is 
“Abundant Redemption.” Looking back on all that God 
did to me, I found out it was nothing but the abundant 
redemption. 

I was raised by a very strict father and a mother 
who lacked self-confidence. 

My father ran a small family business inherited 
from my grandfather and was always working hard. My 
mother was also very busy taking care of a large 
household. I remember being often neglected at home 
when I was a child. And even when I was able to spend 
time with my parents, they scolded me all the time. 

When I started going to the elementary school, one 
day I suddenly had a sharp pain in my shoulder and was 
taken to the hospital. The doctor who examined me said 
to my mother, “There is nothing wrong with this girl 
physically, but I think she needs more affection from the 
parents.” 

My parents were always too busy to spend much 
time with me, and I was incredibly lonely. I couldn’t 
help but compare myself with other kids. To me, they 
seemed to have a very happy family. I was jealous of 
other children. 

However, there were a couple of things that made 
me happy. One of them was drawing pictures. Most of 
the time I drew people, and strangely enough, they were 
all foreigners. 

One day, when I was watching TV, there happened 
to be a story of Jesus on TV. Watching this program, I 
noticed that most foreign men I drew looked exactly 
like Jesus.  

By the time I was a teenager, I believed that Jesus 
Christ was the greatest man on the earth. I thought that 
there was no one greater than Jesus because He tried to 
save all people. Yet, I was not interested in Christianity. 
This was all part of my childish fantasy. 

When I was 22 years old, I got married. However, 
marriage didn’t quench my thirst for love. After the first 
year of marriage I finally took an action. I visited the 
church near my house, because I wanted to know more 
about Jesus.  

While going to church, I was still undecided 
whether Jesus was the true God. However, as if to 
answer my question, God appeared in my dream and 
told me that Jesus is the true light that shines on every 
man. Soon after this experience, I believed in Jesus and 
received baptism. The one whom I had admired since I 
was a child became my Savior. 

After I became a Christian, I moved several times 
due to my husband’s job transfer. Every time I moved, I 
went to a different church. 



Abundant Redemption                                          
 

  - 2 -  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  

  

When my family moved to Nagano, one of my 
Christian friends introduced Kohitsuji no Mure Christian 
Church to me.  

One day, a young woman whom I got acquainted 
with at the house gathering kindly brought someone 
working as a staff of the Kohitsuji no Mure Church to 
my house. At the time, I was suffering from the back 
pain of a slipped disk. This staff prayed for me putting 
her hand on my lower back. 

A couple of months after the prayer, one day I was 
vacuuming the floor although I was still suffering from 
the severe back pain. Then suddenly I felt a warm 
sensation throughout my back, and I was wrapped up in 
something warm and peaceful. “What is this . . . ?” I 
stopped vacuuming and stood straight. To my 
amazement, my slipped disk was completely healed. On 
that day, the pain was gone and never ever came back 
again. 

Just before I met the Kohitsuji no Mure Christian 
Church, I was given a scripture: 

 
O Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with Him is abundant redemption.      

(Psalm 130:7 NKJ) 
 

Later I discovered that this scripture has huge 
significance to me. The church where the living Jesus 
works just as He did in the days of the Bible . . . I was 
convinced that Kohitsuji no Mure was the church I had 
been looking for. 

Participating in the worship service of Kohitsuji no 
Mure, my eyes were gradually opened to the will of 
God. I discovered that God is nothing but love. The 
healing power of Christ that I had experienced through 
my slipped disk would also heal many other wounded 
people, and even the wounded land. That is why I would 
rejoice in the Lord and give praise and prayer to Him. I 
opened my house as a house church. 

A few years later, I decided to surrender all of my 
life to the Lord and become a staff at the main church of 
Kohitsuji no Mure in Ashiya.   

As I gladly started to serve the Lord, contrary to my 
expectation, my insecurity, inferiority and weaknesses 
started to surface and overwhelm me. However, thinking 
about this from God’s perspective, I realized this was 
part of His grace for me. God chose and called me 
although I was imperfect and weak. Still, the fact that I 
could not change myself bothered me, and I couldn’t get 
rid of my insecurity. 

However, God is merciful. The time did come for 
me to receive the absolute healing. 

Healing of  My Nose 
 

On March 15, 2009, in the healing prayer after the 
Sunday service, Mitsuko announced the healing of the 
nose. She said through a microphone, “The Lord has 
healed the nose. I am not sure what the problem is, but 
His healing is always perfect. Please receive it by faith.”

It seemed that this healing applied to multiple 
people who came to the service that day. I was one of 
them.  

The day before the service, I read an article about 
“Cleopatra” who was well-known for her beauty. In the 
article it was written, “If Cleopatra’s nose had been 1 
cm shorter, her life would have been different.”   

Reading this, I foolishly thought that if my nose 
had been 1 cm longer, my whole life would have been 
very different. I always had an inferiority complex about 
my flat nose. The problem was not just how it looked. 
Since I was little, I had always suffered from a stuffy 
nose. 

There was a story behind my nasal problem. My 
mother and father were in frequent quarrels and 
arguments. When I was 6 months old, they had a big 
argument, and my father stormed out of the house. My 
mother was very upset and decided to sulk in bed. In 
anger, she forcefully pulled a blanket out of the closet, 
which made a hot water bottle for warmth in bed fall. It 
was full of water and it hit my tiny face. 

At the moment, my forehead was cut, and at the 
same time my nose was compressed too. My nasal bone 
which was still soft was crushed inside. However, 
because there was no external damage, my nasal bone 
problem was left without being noticed. Since then I 
always breathed through the narrow space in my nose. 
Allergy and slight cold easily blocked my nose. It 
continued for 50 years. 

In fact, on March 15, 2009 I had a blocked nose as 
usual. It was in the middle of hay fever season in Japan 
and I always suffered greatly during that time. However, 
right after the healing prayer by Mitsuko, I noticed that I 
was able to breathe through my nose easily. My nose 
felt so clear, which was something I had never 
experienced before. I was overwhelmed with joy! 

Yet, I was still suspicious. I wondered, “Was my 
nose really healed?” I wanted to make sure. So, I 
decided to tell what had happened to me to one of the 
staff in the church.  
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She looked at my nose closely, and said, “Wow, 
your nose looks higher, and your voice has changed 
too!” 

When she said, “Your nose looks higher,” I felt I 
understood what had happened to my nose. My 
compressed nasal bone was somehow lifted back up, 
and it created more space for the air to come through. 
That must have been why it became so much easier to 
breathe through my nose. The mysterious healing of 
Christ was displayed on me. Before I received the 
healing, when I pinched my nose, I couldn’t feel the 
nasal bone, but now I am able to feel it clearly. 

Abundant Redemption  
 

Believe it or not, God’s healing went beyond my 
expectation on the same day. As Mitsuko proclaimed 
the healing of the nose, she also said a strange thing: “I 
heard a voice of God saying, ‘You don’t need to have 
your guard up anymore.” And she said, “I think this is 
for the one who received the healing of the nose.” 

 “You no longer need to have your guard up.” This 
reminded me of the relationship between my mother 
and me. Our relationship had always been bad. I often 
doubted my mother’s love for me and thought that she 
did not love me at all. And I closed my heart towards 
her. 

This bitterness was certainly rooted deep within 
me. Looking back, I had this bitterness not only towards 
my mother but also towards anyone whom I felt 
cold-hearted and mean. To protect myself from getting 
hurt, I would put up guards around my heart, and 
because of that I often had relationship problems with 
other people. And that made me backslide into 
loneliness again. 

On the surface, I was a very kind person. I liked to 
cook for other people and was willing to give a free 
massage to those who were tired and needed it. 

To be honest, however, just like my nasal bone, my 
heart was crushed in loneliness and despair, though I 
did not want anyone to notice it. I believe that God 
wanted to heal not only my nose but also my wound 
which I kept to myself.  

When the Lord said to me, “You no longer need to 
have your guard up,” I must have been already renewed 
so that I might neither defend nor protect myself from 
other people. Having received His healing, I was 
convinced that God has loved me all along with 
everlasting love. There is no longer a little girl in me 
who was pained that she was unloved. 

Jesus Christ carried all our wounds and pains on 
the cross. When we believe in the Lord who was 
crucified for our sake, we shall be abundantly 
redeemed.  

When I received the healing both physically and 
spiritually, Mitsuko said an even more strange thing at 
the end of her prayer: “The crack of the earth has been 
healed.” Hearing this, I further thought that when I was 
healed, the healing would spread also to the land. 

I used to think that my parents did not love me. 
But now I can see it from a completely different 
perspective. They did love me and wanted to love me, 
but they just couldn’t express it in a way I wanted. 
They just did not know how to express their love 
towards me.  

I still clearly remember the sadness I saw on my 
mother’s face when the doctor said, “This girl needs 
more affection.” She must have regretted being too 
busy to care more about me. I recently heard that my 
mother was also raised by such busy parents that she 
didn’t even know she had parents when small.  

My mother as well as my father who passed away 
13 years ago was wounded. However, from the time I 
received the healing of my nose and my heart, my 
mother somehow began to understand and support my 
work for God, and I felt my father in heaven also was 
watching over me and helping me. They are happy 
now. Through the healing I received, they have been 
healed too. 

Now one scripture is coming to me. 
 

And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.        (Romans 8:28 NKJ) 
 
Having been raised by such parents and gone 

through loneliness, having the hot water bottle fallen 
down on my face . . . indeed everything has worked 
together for good, thanks to the cross of Jesus Christ.  

Now the abundant redemption of Christ overflows 
on the earth and in heaven. A great number of people 
shall be brought into the redeeming love of Christ. I 
want to boldly proclaim that all people are His beloved 
ones.  

To me, the time of Cosmic Worship is also the 
time of abundant redemption. I truly adore the name of 
the Redeemer, Jesus Christ.  
 

April 10, 2016 
 

                                                from the Church of the Wind
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“NY Retreat Concert in the Church of the Wind” with English and 
Japanese narration, held on June 18, 2016 has been uploaded on YouTube.  

Please find “New York Retreat Concert in the Church of the Wind” in 
the list  “what’s new” on our Homepage. 

 
And also find “The past worship services with English 

translation” and have an awesome time of the Japanese & English 
Worship service in the Church of the Wind! 

 
 

                                                  URL http://kohitsuji.com/english 

 

 
 
 
 

Bible Study in the Wilderness  
August 2016 

 
The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the 

Lord to be still before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to 
the Lord alone. 

Anyone is welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and 
e-mail your report to: aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com 

“Wake Up”  Due Date: August 3 

Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not 
found your deeds completed in the sight of My God.                (Revelation 3:2 NAS) 

Why does it say “Wake up” ?  
In order to “strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die,” what do you think you 
should do? 
                                                                    

 

 


