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From the editor  
This month we would like to share with you the testimony, In Christ Death Is Not the End by Junko Takeuchi. 
She will share with you how she and her family met with the Lord in northern part of Japan where many people

believe in Buddhism.  
Let us rejoice in the resurrected life of Jesus Christ together! 

Good evening, I am Junko Takeuchi. Tonight, I am
going to share with you the great love of the Lord which is
beyond time and space. 

 
When my children were small, one day while taking a

walk, we went inside a Christian church. People were
having worship service and singing a hymn. Listening to
the gentle hymn, tears came out of my eyes.  

I felt the peace of God within me. As we were going
home, we were skipping and singing the hymn we had just 
heard in the church. We went there only once.  

A few years after that, I heard my kids singing the
same hymn in their room. In English it goes, 

 
                                         ♪ Singing I go along life’s road, alleluia.♪ 

 
I was surprised that they remembered this hymn

though they had heard it only once! 
In this gentle melody, I heard the voice of God,

“Come, follow Me.” 
At that moment I realized “God exists!” I felt Jesus

was standing in front of me. And I bowed down before
Him. It was my encounter with the Lord Jesus 35 years
ago.  

I wanted to know more about God and to receive
baptism, so I went to the same church again. 

But I could not receive baptism right away. I was
told I had to wait until Christmas, according to their rule
of baptism. It was 4 months away and I was very
disappointed!  

Then the pastor told me, “The Bible promises that
your citizenship is in heaven if you believe in Jesus. So
believe in Him and wait for the time of baptism.”  

Wow! Great! The promise of God!! I thought I could
wait if this was the promise of God. 

I burst with joy and couldn’t keep it inside of me, so
I told my mother about Jesus. 

To my surprise, she got so angry and said, “Nothing
good will happen if you believe in Jesus, a strange
foreign god. Never believe in Him, otherwise you will be
out of this family!”  
  “Why? Why not?” I couldn’t ask her because she was
so mad. I was shocked and hesitated to be baptized. 

That night, I had a dream about my father who had
passed away without knowing Jesus. He said to me
gently, “Junko, thank you for believing in Jesus Christ. I
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am so happy that I have no words to say. Jesus Christ is
the only true God. Tell everyone about Him.”  

I woke up weeping. I was wondering where my
father was after having passed away without knowing
Christ. I thought God answered my prayer and told me
that my father was living now with Jesus.  

I thought that my father was telling me his joy of
living, saying “Thanks be to God. He let me come into
heaven. I am now living with Jesus, just like you!” 

 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.         (Acts 16:31 NKJ) 

This scripture is so true! Because I believed in Jesus,
the salvation of the Lord has come to my father who
passed away without knowing Jesus! Not only to him, but
to all my ancestors and all the people who are involved
with me. They all are saved and living in His eternal life. 

Through the dream about my father, I knew God
wanted me to be baptized. I left my mother to the Lord’s
hand and was baptized that Christmas. 

 
Now I want to talk about my mother. It was about a

year before she passed away, when she was 80. One day,
she made a mistake and took too much medicine at a
time. She became unconscious and was carried to the
hospital.  

When the doctor told us to be prepared for her death,
suddenly the melody of “Amazing Grace” started
resounding in my heart. 

Wondering why “Amazing Grace” was resounding in
me, I opened the Bible. Then, the word of the risen Jesus,
“Peace be with you,” caught my eyes. 

But my mother was still unconscious and looked as if
she were dead. 

I prayed whispering at her ears, “I believe in You,
Lord of praise, Lord of resurrection. Please help her.” 

On the third morning after she became unconscious, I
woke up hearing the voice, “Thank you for waiting. She
is OK.” Then I received a phone call and heard that she
came back to consciousness! I thought, “Oh, it’s Jesus!
He raised her up!” And I ran to the hospital. 

My heart was beating so fast! On the way to the
hospital, the melody of“Amazing Grace” kept coming out
of my mouth. 

When I arrived at the hospital, she said to me, “I
missed you so much,” and something unbelievable
happened. She started singing “Amazing Grace.”  

As she was singing, her face was brightly shining.
She was the one who said to me, “Never believe in
Jesus!” and hated Christians. But now, she is praising
Jesus! I couldn’t believe it! 

The love and joy of the Lord overflowed in the
room. It was the great joy! 

As she finished singing, she asked me, “Did I sing
well?” so I answered “Yes! You sang very well. But how
do you know this hymn?” Then she said, “I have never
told anyone about this . . .” and started telling me what
had happened to her in the past. 

After she graduated from high school, she worked at
a hospital. And she met a young Christian man from
Aomori hospitalized there, and they fell in love with
each other. 

He taught her hymns and about the Bible. Spending
time with him, she wanted to be a Christian. 

Some time after that, she heard that he had been sent
back to his home because his tuberculosis had gotten
worse. She was so shocked that she went straight to the
port and got on the ship to his hometown, Aomori. It
took one whole night to get there. 

When she arrived at his home, his mother came to
the door and said, “Our son is so sick that he is dying
soon. Please go home and forget about him.” And she
could not see him. 

She lost her hope to live. She didn’t even have
money to get on the ship to go home. Just wanting to
stay close to him, she decided to find a live-in job in his
hometown and started working there. But she never saw
him again. Later on she married my father.  

Hearing her story, I realized that God was always
with her and knew everything about her. 

I said to her, “Let’s pray to Jesus.” When I just said,
“Jesus,” she started praying after me, weeping, “Jesus,
Jesus, Jesus, thank You, Jesus, for being always together
with me.” When I heard her prayer, I cried, too. I could
understand how much she wanted to call the name
“Jesus.”  

The next morning she woke up and said with her
eyes shining, “I just came back from heaven!”  
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She said that there was a beautiful stream of water
with many kinds of flowers blooming around it, and 
Jesus hugged her saying, “Welcome home! I missed
you.” 

To my surprise, what she saw was the world written
in the book of Revelation. 

 
And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. In the middle of its street, and on either side of 
the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, 
each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations.  
(Revelation 22:1-2 NKJ)                           

 
She was set free from all her sorrow and pain and

wrapped with the joy of God. She returned to heaven
one year after this.  

Now I know that when my mother prayed in tears,
“Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,” my father, my mother’s old love
and many others who had already returned to heaven all
rejoiced and said, “Yes, we have been waiting for this
moment of your confessing the name of Jesus!” We are
so happy and thankful to God! 

 
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives 
and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this? 

                 (John 11:25-26 NKJ) 
             

I believe that in Christ death is not the end. When
one person believes in Christ, through that one person,
through you and me, the salvation of the Lord and the
joy of believing will go to those in heaven, on earth,
and under the earth.  

Those who have returned to heaven are saying “We
are not dead! We are alive! We are living in the eternal
life, and worshipping the Lord together!”  

To call the name of Jesus and worship the true God
is the joy of living and the greatest joy for all creation! 

Lord Jesus, heavens and the earth, even under the
earth and the end of the universe are filled with the joy
of praising Your holy name. Thank You so much for
coming to this world. We believe that the whole earth is
filled with Your love and joy. In the holy name of the
Lord we pray. Amen. 

 
 November 25, 2014 from the Friday evening worship 

 

                                                from the Church of the Wind
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Bible Study in the Wilderness  

April 2015 
 

The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to be 
still before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord alone.  
Anyone is welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and e-mail your 
report to aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com.                  

“The Tree of Life” 

Due Date: April 1 
 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life,  
and may enter by the gates into the city.                      (Revelation 22:14 NAS) 
                                                 
What do you think “the right to the tree of life” is? 
What does “to wash their robes” mean? 

 

Peace be with you. 
 

This is what the risen Lord first said when He appeared 
to the disciples who were hiding in fear of being captured at 
any moment.  

He died for us, so that we no longer need to be afraid nor 
weep. I also have seen His crucifixion and resurrection. I am 
His witness as well. All I have to do is simply acknowledge 
that the peace of God has already been given to me.  

 
 

from “ The White Dove I ” p. 91 


