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From the editor   
         ♪ Magnificat  anima  mea  Dominum et  exsultavit Spiritus  meus in Deo  salutari meo ♪ 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. (Luke 1:46-47)    
The Son of God, Christ is born to us. So our spirits will sing with a great joy to Him. May the joy of Christmas

overflow in you and all the land! 
This month, let us share with you, a wonderful life story, “God’s Perfect Plan for My Life” by Toshimi Nakahara, a 

house church leader of our church in New York. 

On the wall of my house, there is a painting of 
Virgin Mary holding the baby Jesus in her arms. When 
I left Japan to live in the States, my Catholic friend 
gave it to me, saying, “You will need it someday.” But 
for a long time I forgot about it. 

I was born in Kanazawa, the northern part of 
Japan. Everyone says it is a nice town, but I didn’t like 
it. So when I grew up, I left my hometown and went to 
Tokyo to work there. 

At my workplace in Tokyo I met my husband. We 
got married and were blessed with children. Then he
got a job at a company in the United States and we 
moved there.  

We lived in New Jersey and got to know Hideko
who would become a staff worker of Kohitsuji no 
Mure Church later. She was not a Christian at the time. 
She was a powerful woman who believed in her own 
strength and never even thought of believing in God. 

However, before I knew, she came to believe in 
Jesus, and not only that, started a praise gathering of
Kohitsuji no Mure at her house. She was changed to a 
woman who loved Jesus more than anything. 

 
On a cold winter morning, my oldest daughter ran 

away from home. She had a big quarrel with her father 
on the night before. I was overwhelmed by 
heart-wrenching pain. I went to work as if nothing
happened, but cried every day in the car when no one 
was around. However the turning point of my life
came when I was in such a pain. 

It was seven or eight months after she left home. 
Hideko, who knew nothing about my pain, visited me 
all of a sudden. As we talked, I told her about my 
daughter, because I desperately needed help. Hideko 
said to me, “Would you like to believe in Jesus 
Christ? ”  

At that time I didn’t care which god it was, as 
long as my daughter would come back and I would 
have a peaceful home again. However, I said to 
Hideko, “I cannot lie to God. So I cannot say that I
believe in Jesus.” without really believing. Hideko 
said, “Maybe it is not yet the time. Why don’t you 
come to the next praise gathering at my house?” 

On September 12, 1993, for the first time I joined 
Kohitsuji no Mure worship at Hideko’s house. 

It was the day when Takako Suzaki, a young 
woman with cancer, went back to heaven. In spite of 
her suffering with cancer, she never ceased to love and 
believe in Christ. In the worship, Pastor Peter talked 
about her pure faith. I didn’t know why, but I could not 
stop my tears while listening to the story. Now I know 
it was the healing of Christ. 

After the worship, Hideko said to me, “Do you 
want to get baptized?” Then my whole body became 
hot as if catching fire, and I found myself shouting 
“Yes!” And I got baptized. 

On the next day of my baptism, I found my heart 
filled with joy. Everything around me looked bright 
and shining. I was so happy and looked forward to 
going to worship every Sunday. 
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Sometime after I received baptism, my daughter
returned home. God brought a peaceful life back to 
our family. 

After the NY Retreat, I said to my daughter, 
“There is a person I really want you to see. Come with 
me to Hideko’s house.” And I introduced her to Pastor 
Peter. Although he knew nothing about my daughter, 
he said to her, “You were pained over the relationship 
with your father, weren’t you? But everything will be 
all right, because Jesus is with you.” And he prayed 
for her. 

After my baptism, I read Genesis, and not 
knowing where to read next, I picked the shortest 
book in the Bible: the Letter to Philemon.  

Last year, a new praise song was born from 
Philemon. 
    

Perhaps he was for this reason separated from 
you for a while, that you would have him back 
forever.                   (Philemon 1:15 NAS)
 

Singing this praise, I thought that perhaps my 
daughter had been separated from me for a while so 
that she and I would return together to Christ’s love 
forever. When she ran away from home, I was in great 
pain, but now I believe that at that time God already 
put us both in His love. 

 
Although I was attending worship and reading 

the Bible, I did not understand the cross of Jesus. I did 
not know why Pastor Peter said that we all crucified 
the Lord Jesus on the cross. I thought I would know it 
someday. And surely the time came. It was in the 
Kohitsuji no Mure Retreat in Japan in 2002. 

About a year before the Retreat, the 9-11 attack 
shocked the whole world. Hideko and I decided to join 
the Retreat in Japan to pray for this critical time. 
However, she passed away three months before the 
Retreat, on May 3, 2002. I believed that she was 
praying with us in heaven. So I joined the Retreat by 
myself with Hideko’s picture. 

In the Retreat, we sang a praise “Sound of the 
Nails:”  

 
♪ Do you hear the sound of nails  

hammered into the Lord’s hands? ♪  
 
I thought, “Isn’t this an Easter praise? It is 

August now.” But suddenly I felt a voice speaking to 
me into my right ear, “Don’t you hear the sound of the 
nails?” 

I looked around, but nobody was on my right. I
knew it was Jesus. I finally understood what Pastor 
Peter meant by saying, “We all crucified Jesus on the 
cross.” 

I am a sinner. Jesus died on the cross for me. I
was the one who shouted in the crowd, “Crucify 
Him!” 

On the last day of the Retreat, the early morning 
worship was led by Yasushi Suzuki (a staff worker) 
and Rumiko Shibata (a staff worker who went to 
heaven in 2003). I sat in the front seat and listened 
intently. 

At the end of the worship, Yasushi took one step
forward, raised his hand, and prayed. At that moment 
a scripture came to my heart: “Remove your sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.” 
 

When the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God 
called to him from the midst of the bush and said, 
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then He 
said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground.”      (Exodus 3:4-5 NAS)

 
“Oh, I am on the holy ground!” The moment I 

thought so, I got out of my seat and bowed down to 
the Lord Jesus Christ right there. I could not move for 
a while. In such a way, God showed Himself to me. 

These two incidents in the Retreat were very 
special for me. Everything is in God’s hand. There is 
God’s time for everything. We all live in the life of 
God! 

 
In 2003 the Retreat and the Praise Concert were 

held in New York. 
During the concert I felt Hideko singing in the 

choir on the stage. And I remembered her words, “You 
should become a house church leader of Kohitsuji no 
Mure.” I wanted to take a step forward before the 
Lord. So I decided to become a leader, thanks to 
Hideko’s continuous prayer!  

After becoming a leader, one big change took 
place in me. I was made able to believe in the Lord 
whether I see or not. Pastor Peter repeatedly told us to 
believe without seeing, but I couldn’t understand. It is 
not something we can understand intellectually, but by 
His love, we are changed to believe without seeing. 
All we have to do is to believe in the word of Jesus 
just as it is. I used to think I would never be able to 
change myself, but by His love, I was changed! 
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                                                from the Church of the Wind

Last May, Pastor Peter and Mitsuko led a worship 
here in New York. 

In the worship, Mitsuko prayed for healing as 
being led by the Spirit. “Jesus is touching a person 
with pain in the lower back…” At that moment I 
shouted in my heart, “It’s me! Thank You, Jesus, for 
Your healing.” I received His healing by faith. 

Actually I was suffering from pain in my body for 
the last few years. I kept praying, but the pain did not 
leave me. 

One of the church staff said to me, “You will 
surely be healed. We are praying for you.” At that 
moment, I felt God telling me, “Just believe in Me.” 
 

“Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” Thomas 
answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God! ” 
Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have 
you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, 
and yet believed.”             (John 20:27-29NAS)
 

Although I still have pain in my body, I can now 
believe in His perfect healing. His time will surely 
come, and I simply believe that I will be completely 
healed. Mitsuko writes in “The Vine,” our church 
periodical:  

 
When healing does not seem to happen now, it is 
in order to be healed. We are not healed, so that 
we may be healed. I am not playing with words. 
I believe in God’s healing 200 percent. 
(When does His healing happen? It is in His 
hands. I believe we will be healed even after 
death.)               (from “The Vine,” May 2015)
 
I believe that this is all true. 

I still do not see healing done, but I can believe 
that I am not healed now in order to be healed. I am 
thankful that I can wholeheartedly believe so. 

Mitsuko further says: 
 

“Healing” is to convey that healing has been 
already done. Surely when I pray for healing in 
worship, the Lord shows me that the healings 
are already completed in the midst of worship.  

(from “The Vine,” May 2015)
 

Healing is to convey to those who need it that we 
believe His healing is already done. 

All we need to do is to “believe” in the word of 
the Lord. He is speaking to us. I have received His 
healing like a child with a pure and simple heart. 
Thank You, Lord!! 

 
Let me tell you about the painting of Virgin Mary 

I mentioned at the beginning. After my baptism, I 
looked for it right away and put it on the wall. 

My friend said, “You will need it someday,” and it 
came true! Since long before, even before I came to the 
United States and knew Christ, the Lord had loved me, 
healed me, and protected me. Now every time I see this 
painting, I think of God’s plan for me to believe in 
Jesus and receive His salvation. Amen. 

 
November 27, 2015 

 
Newly Released Concert CD!! 

Hoʻāno  
- Holy - 

 
Please listen to the beautiful resounding tunes of 

praise recorded in this new CD. 
Through this CD, we believe that you will 

experience “the Cosmic Worship.” And it will bring the 
true peace of God and healing to you and all the land. 

     
 
 
 

 
With Japanese narration 

$10.00 (Shipping included.)  
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  Join us  in New York Retreat 2016 
 

Let’s worship God with those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth! 
 

Date: May 27 – 29, 2016   
Place: Stony Point Center in New York 

17 Cricketown Road, Stony Point, NY 

Fee: US$ 250 / Adult 

Application Due: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 
We will close the application when it reaches the full capacity. Please apply for it as soon as 
possible. 

 
English & Spanish translation is available at worship service during the retreat. For more 
information, go to our web site http://www.kohitsuji.com/english/ or contact us at 
kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com. 

 

Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church 

        Address: 3-25 Yoko-cho, Ashiya, Hyogo 659-0034 Japan 
 TEL: 81-797-21-6000 9:00am-6:00pm except Mondays 
 E-mail: kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com   
 URL: http://www.kohitsuji.com/english/  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
 

 

 
 

Bible Study in the Wilderness  
December 2015 

 
The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to be 

still before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord alone.  
Anyone is welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and e-mail your 

report to aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com.     
“To Present Your Bodies”  Due Date: December 2 

      
 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God,which is your spiritual service of worship.      (Romans 12:1 NAS)   

  
Why does Paul urge you to present ''your bodies'' ? Also, what does it mean to you? 

 

 


