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From the editor                                         

The “White Dove IV - Kohitsuji no Mure Flock of Praise -” (English translation version) will be published next month. This 
volume covers a story of the opening of the Kohitsuji no Mure sanctuary in Ashiya. Through reading this volume you will see the 
entire picture of God’s will on Kohitsuji no Mure, and how the Lord led this flock of praise to the vision “Everything completed 
in Praise.”  May only His wishes will be done also in you. 

This month, let us share with you, “Flowers Bloom” from this forth volume. Please look forward to and pray for the 
publication of The “White Dove IV”! 

 
The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.(Galatians 2:20) 
                              

If I had not met the Lord, I would be almost dead 
though alive. When Paul said, “I live by faith,” I imagine 
through my own experience that he meant the vivid reality 
of the new life in Christ and its overflowing joy.  

As I am living in the life of the Lord, I joyfully 
accept being constantly delivered to death, for His very 
life is being manifested over me. I believe that to be 
delivered to death is nothing but a decision to see only 
Christ.  

In Kohitsuji no Mure it is often said that “faith is a 
decision.” I have believed and still now believe so, 
because we are continually being asked, “What do you 
see?”  

Man is bound by his own narrow perspective. His 
limited eyes, however, will be changed to the unlimited 
eyes of God by believing in Jesus Christ. The eyes to see 
only from man’s view shall be changed to the eyes of faith 
to see God. 

Two thousand years ago, to the hungry crowd who 
were worried about their daily meal, Jesus said, “Look at 
the lilies of the field.” However, by simply looking at the 
flowers, their stomach would not become full. He was the 
One who could provide bread for thousands of people, but 
instead of giving them bread this time, He dared to say, 
“Look at the lilies of the field.”  

It is true that if we are given bread, our stomach will 
be satisfied for the moment, but soon we will have an 
empty stomach again. If we eat the bread of life, however, 
we will never be hungry. To those who needed bread to 
eat, Jesus spoke of the bread of life so they would never 
be hungry again. (He will first provide for their physical 
hunger for sure.) 

Our eyes tend to focus on things needed at hand. Yet 
Jesus’ word, “Look at the lilies of the field,” changes the 
entire paradigm of our way of thinking so that our eyes 
may be opened to Him. More than that it transforms the 
very foundation of our life, because to have the “eyes to 
see God,” that is, to have faith, is the answer for all our 
worries. 

In times of trouble or pain, if we only see ourselves in 
an agonizing predicament, we will be entangled in much 
more suffering. Yet if we take off our eyes from a painful 
situation and turn our eyes to God, we will no longer be 
ruled by things on the surface.  

What do we see? Here our perception is challenged. 
In the midst of a difficult situation can we see that the plan 
of God is there?  

I have always felt it is essential to have the eyes of 
faith. Jesus gave up His life for me so that I may live in 
His desire. My earnest wish is to be closer to Jesus and to 
live in His desire.  

However, yesterday there was an eye-opening 
incident.  
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In the morning as I was walking along the 
Shukugawa River to the Kohitsuji no Mure office, the 
traffic light suddenly turned red, so I stopped and waited. 
It was nothing unusual for a traffic light to change, but for 
some reason I felt God intentionally stopped me right at 
that very spot. In the shade under a tree I prayed looking 
up at the sky. I then casually glanced over to the side, and 
saw a cluster of tiny white flowers. They were small white 
flowers blooming in the hedges, which I had never 
considered to be beautiful before. 

What lovely flowers! I felt the Lord telling me, 
“Look at these flowers. What do you see in them?” Each 
single flower in the hedges was shining in the life of God. 
I remembered the word, “decision of faith.”  

Then, I heard a voice: 
 

It is enough to bloom.  
What?   

It is enough to bloom. 
It is enough for the lilies of the field to bloom. 
The lilies of the field bloom. 

 
I soon realized its meaning, and was stunned.  
The Lord must be telling me that it is not necessary to 

contemplate what I see in a flower. And a word from the 
scripture resonated in me, “There is none who 
understands.” When I am concerned too much about what 
to see and about making a decision of faith,  

I may lose sight of a blooming flower. I do not need to 
understand, for the Lord is with me. I shall simply enjoy a 
flower blooming in the field. 

This is praise. Through the flowers in the field, I 
believe, the Lord is telling me the essence of praise. In 
Kohitsuji no Mure we say, “Everything is completed in 
praise.” Without faith it is impossible to give praise that 
pleases Him. Even so, praise alone is sufficient.  

The flowers blooming in the field are the praise itself. 
Certainly there is no praise without faith, but rather than 
focusing too much on the decision of faith, we shall 
simply become His praise as a flower in the field. Flowers 
bloom. The Lord has opened my eyes to a new dimension 
of praise. 

We shall rejoice in becoming one with the life of 
God. Such a simple and natural way of life, I believe, is 
the heart of praise. 

 
Consider the lilies, how they grow; they neither toil nor 
spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass 
which is alive in the field today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O men of 
little faith!                   (Luke 12:27-28) 
                            

 
July 30, 1995 
 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin.                        (Matthew 6:28) 
 

Jesus tells us to consider how the lilies of the field 
grow, but it is not something we can understand 
intellectually. What are we supposed to see in the lilies 
of the field? If it is to see Christ in them, what could it 
mean? 

Just the other day when I was looking at the cluster 
of small white flowers by the roadside, suddenly a voice 
came to me:  

You do not need to consider  
what you see in the flowers,  

because flowers bloom. 
 

Flowers bloom . . . I wrote down my thoughts on this 
and had them typed to be published as a weekly bulletin. 
Through the process of publishing I see the unfolding of
the Lord’s will and the folding of one stage. Although the 
folding of one stage may sound a little exaggerated, the 
end of one stage, I believe, is the beginning of a new one.
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                                                from the Church of the Wind

Coming soon!!                   

The White Dove 

Volume IV 

Kohitsuji no Mure   

Flock of Praise 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mitsuko  
$15.00 

$25.00 (Shipping included.) 

Waking up in the morning, still drowsy in bed, I 
saw the sky brightening up through the window. And I 
found myself talking to someone in silence. Was I still 
dreaming or was it the inner Christ praying for me? 

Some of us may have experienced being half-awake 
while still in a dream. It was quite similar to that. These 
were the words I uttered: 

 
No need to try hard to become purer and purer. 
No need to even desire to be pure. 
No need to try hard to please others. 
No need to desire to do anything to please God. 
It is enough just to rejoice in God. 
Praise God.  
That is sufficient. 

 
Having met God and known that we are completely 

forgiven and loved by Him, wouldn’t we simply want to 
do something for Him? 

I know He loves me unconditionally without 
expecting anything in return. Still I feel bad not doing 
anything for Him.  

For the most part we are raised to achieve 
something. Parents are happy to see our first step or first 
word as a baby. Certainly they are delighted by our 
growth, but it seems to be our achievement which gives 
them most pleasure. Most parents compliment us when 
we get good grades. Some may scold us for bad grades, 
though usually they encourage or comfort us. They 
rejoice or grieve over our effort, because “ability to do 
something” is important in our value system. 

In truth, a child’s grades should not matter. A child’s 
existence itself is parents’ joy, but they are pleased with 
what their child has achieved or will accomplish. Should 
they discover that their child is not able to achieve 
anything, they will be disappointed and fall in remorse. 

Yet Jesus says: 
 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow. 
 

“What can I do?” “What do I need to do?” We feel 
we ought to do something in order to confirm the 
meaning of life. We value our life by what we have 
done, what we will do, or what we can do. 

The lilies of the field just bloom, however. They do 
not try to bloom more beautifully or to comfort and 
please people walking by.  

They simply bloom, and that is why they look 
beautiful to our eyes and comfort us. They do not toil. 
They may be thrown into the oven tomorrow. Still they 
bloom, simply living in the life given by God. 

No need to try hard to become purer and purer. 
No need to even desire to be pure. 
No need to try hard to please others. 
No need to desire to do anything to please God. 
It is enough just to rejoice in God. 
Praise God.  
That is sufficient. 

 
Here is the beauty of life. 
“You do not need to consider what you see in the 

flowers, because flowers bloom.” Flowers bloom not 
because they can do something or try to do something. 
They bloom because they are given life. God clothes even 
a single wild flower beautifully and lets it bloom in His 
life. In the same way, God clothes us beautifully and lets 
us bloom as His flowers. In the flowers of the field I see 
Christ’s sincere desire.  

Just rejoicing in the Lord and praising Him is 
sufficient. It is not necessary to please Him, because His 
joy overflows when we praise Him.  

When we simply praise God, we are changed to the 
flowers blooming in the field and to the ones who live 
only in His life. In praise, our existence becomes praise 
itself just as the flowers are rejoicing in the praise of God. 

 
August 2, 1995 
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Join us  in New York Retreat 2016 
 

Let’s worship God with those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth! 
 

Date: May 27 – 29, 2016   
Place: Stony Point Center in New York 

17 Cricketown Road, Stony Point, NY 

Fee: US$ 250 / Adult 
Application Due: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

We will close the application when it reaches the full capacity. Please apply for it as 
soon as possible. 
 

English & Spanish translation is available at worship service during the retreat. For more 
information, go to our web site http://www.kohitsuji.com/english/ or contact us at 
kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com. 
 

Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church 
        Address: 3-25 Yoko-cho, Ashiya, Hyogo 659-0034 Japan 
 TEL: 81-797-21-6000 9:00am-6:00pm except Mondays 
 E-mail: kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com   
 URL: http://www.kohitsuji.com/english/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 

 
 

Bible Study in the Wilderness  
December 2015 

 
The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to be 

still before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord alone.  
Anyone is welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and e-mail your 

report to aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com.     
“To Present Your Bodies”  Due Date: December 2 

      
 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God,which is your spiritual service of worship.      (Romans 12:1 NAS)   

 
Why does Paul urge you to present ''your bodies'' ? Also, what does it mean to you? 

 


