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From the editor                                            
This month we would like to share with you, one of the amazing stories from the White Dove IV, Astounding Love written 

by Mitsuko. The “White Dove IV” is planned to be published in the coming December. Please look forward to it!  

A middle-aged woman came to our Sunday worship 
last September. Her name was Hisako. She lived in 
Tokyo and was brought by her close friend, Tomomi,
who had been baptized two months earlier at the 
Kohitsuji no Mure Church. 

Let me share about Tomomi first. After the baptism, 
she was filled with exceeding joy. Her joy spread to her 
daughter’s family in no time. Not only that, her mother,
who had refused Christ because her family religion was 
Buddhism, came to believe in the Lord and received 
baptism just last week. 

Tomomi went to see her friend Hisako in Tokyo and 
told her that she became Christian. For Hisako it was not 
anything she could relate to. “Good for you . . .” was her 
response. 

Yet Hisako came to the Kohitsuji no Mure Church in 
Ashiya, because she wanted to thank God who showed 
her a dream.  

After the worship, Hisako told Pastor Peter and me 
about herself before talking about the dream, “I have the 
ancestral tablets*

 (tablets with ancestors’ posthumous 
names) to pay homage to. As the oldest child, I have the 
family obligations and responsibilities.” Her commitment 
to her ancestors was far deeper than that of the average 
Japanese person. I was surprised that she had such a 
heavy sense of duty as to pray for her ancestors several 
hours a day. She lamented saying, “I know this is an 
important ritual, but I do not wish to hand over this 
burden to my daughter.” 

Now Hisako told us about the dream on the night 
after talking with Tomomi:  

“In the sky there was a light like the sun. The gentle 
light was radiating down on the ground. Many small 
things like dolls came out of the ground one after another 
as if treading water, and ascended toward the light in the 
sky. Looking carefully, I found all of them were humans. 
Hundreds and thousands of people came out of openings 
in the ground. Then a huge man appeared. He was 
extraordinarily tender and warm. With his big arms and 
hands, he scooped up those who were still left on the 
ground. I was overwhelmed by indescribable joy within. 
It was incredible.”  

She continued, “I told my friend about the 
mysterious dream and asked her what she thought of it. 
She said that the huge person must be Jesus Christ. I 
believed that God showed the dream to me, so I wanted 
to thank God and asked Tomomi to take me here. God 
showed something so amazing to such an unworthy one 
like me. It was a very beautiful dream, full of light.” 

She had one more dream after that, she said. 
Unfortunately I do not remember all the details, except 
that she was dressed in a beautiful white shining garment, 
whose sleeves were similar to those of Japanese kimono, 
but shorter. Anyway she thought it was an unusual 
garment.  

On that morning when she came to the worship, we 
were singing the praise, “Love Overflows.”  
          

♪  In a new garment, praise the Lord. 
Let us praise the Lord. ♪ 
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What a superb rendition of the Lord! 
After the service, Pastor Peter and I prayed for her. 

Hearing about her dreams, both of us thought that Jesus 
was saying to her, “Now, come back to Me.” 

Pastor Peter said to her, “Those people in your dream 
must have been the ancestors you have been paying 
homage to. When you come to Christ, I believe all your 
ancestors will be lifted up to Him. They will receive the 
salvation of Jesus Christ.” 

I was wholeheartedly delighted to hear Pastor Peter’s 
remark. I do not know the traditional Christian teaching 
about the deceased, but to me who believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Lord both of the dead and the living, it is 
most understandable. As for Hisako herself, a huge 
person’s hands that lifted up people indeed meant 
“salvation.” 

“I don’t know anything about Jesus Christ,” Hisako 
said to Pastor Peter. “I am Buddhist, and I have the 
ancestral tablets to take care of. I lost my son and he is one 
of many I am paying homage to. All I know is that I came
here to thank God.” Although she repeatedly said this, she 
somehow had a change of heart and finally made up her 
mind to believe in Christ. 

She stood in front of us and we prayed for her. The 
moment she spoke the words, “I believe in Jesus Christ,” 
she fell over. Later she said to us, “I collapsed because my 
body was pushed by something hot!”  

We continued to pray, putting our hands on her. The 
Lord must have touched her deeply. She started weeping 
out loud. After weeping for a while, she raised her hands 
and began to say, “Amen, Jesus, thank You! I believe in 
You. Thank You very much . . .”  

When she heard about it afterward, she said, “You 
must be kidding! I’ve never said ‘Amen’ in my life 
before.” She looked so bewildered.  

Pastor Peter urged her to receive baptism while she 
remained lying on the floor. He said to her, “When you 
receive baptism, your son and all your ancestors will also
enter into the light of Christ. Why don’t you mention the 
names of those who passed away?” 

I had witnessed Pastor Peter conducting hundreds of 
baptism, but never heard him say such a thing. Perhaps it
was because there was no one so strongly committed to 
the ancestors like her. Respecting her reverence for her 
ancestors, Pastor Peter invited all of them to the salvation 
of Jesus Christ, which he believed was to pay homage to 
the ancestors in the truest sense. I was deeply moved by 
his faith in the Lord.  

Her ancestors were now brought into the salvation of 
Christ. Such faith must have given her deep healing. She 
no longer had to be bound by the ancestral tablets, but 
rather she shall praise the Lord together with her 
ancestors. 

Hisako named her ancestors one by one in tears. In 
the end she said her family name and shouted, “My entire 
ancestral tree!” Stunned I could only observe what was 
happening. When asked about it later, she could not 
remember anything, not a thing. She herself was taken 
back and said, “Can’t be true! I’m not the kind of person 
who weeps in the presence of others.” We all laughed. 

And she was baptized. I felt that the salvation not 
only came to her but also to her family, relatives and 
ancestors. Moreover, I had a mysterious feeling that God 
gave us a promise through her baptism that all the people 
on the earth and those who had passed away would come
into His salvation and that the whole earth would be 
baptized.  

I then remembered seeing a mysterious vision during 
the worship before Hisako was introduced to us. It was in 
the benediction praise at the end of the worship. 

The ceiling of the sanctuary was cut out in a square 
shape. The beautiful blue sky was seen, and a huge bird 
was flying. It was an unusually weird-looking large bird. 
Was it a seraph? Beneath it was the sanctuary of our 
church, and people were raising their hands and singing. It 
was filled with praise. “How strange! This church is on the 
third floor of a five-story building, so above this room 
cannot be the sky. But I suppose that’s possible because it 
is only a vision.”  

Then a voice came to me: 
          

This sanctuary is tied to heaven. 
Can you not see it? 

          
I was hesitant to share it with anyone and kept silent. 

Yet I was convinced that where we praise is tied to heaven 
and is filled with His joy and light. It means that the 
kingdom of heaven is in the midst of our praise. 

Hisako was changed dramatically. After that I saw 
her again once in Nishinomiya and once in Tokyo. She 
said to me, “I am elated and happy from the bottom of my 
heart. I feel relieved.” She now believes in the Lord 
wholeheartedly. 

When we went to Tokyo for a wedding, her daughter 
visited us and received baptism. The very next day by 

                                                 from the Church of the Wind
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sheer coincidence Hisako met with one of her relatives 
who was willing to take over her ancestral tablets and all 
pertaining to them. Now instead of the tablets the cross 
of Christ is placed in her house.  

How miraculous it is for one soul to encounter the 
Lord! It does not end in the salvation of one person, but 
spreads to the ancestors and furthermore to all creation. 

In order for one person to come back truly to Him, 
the Lord sets up special “healing.” For Hisako, the 
ancestral tablets were not something she could willingly 
discard. If forced to abandon, she would have been left 
in pain. We do not want to forget our families and 
relatives who are deceased. If forced to give them up, we 
tend to be more attached to them.  

However, when the light of Christ envelops them, 
we find ourselves detached. All we have to do is to 
entrust them to the Lord without abandoning them, and 
they will become the Lord’s. We will be all together 
placed in His light. What joy and relief it is to know that 
our deceased families and ancestors are also with us 
when we worship and praise the Lord! 

It reminds me of the story of “The North Wind and 
the Sun” which Pastor Peter often talks about from 
Aesop’s Fables. The north wind and the sun compete to 
remove an old coat from a traveler. The harder the wind 
blows to make him take off the coat, the tighter he clings 
to it. However, when the sun shines brightly, the man in 
the coat feels so hot that he takes it off willingly.  

 
Coming soon!!                   

 Books   The White Dove   

Volume IV 

Mitsuko 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Such is the love of Christ. Rather than forcing us to 
give up, He envelops everything in His love. 
Unnecessary things will be taken away in due time. He 
never leaves us any scars in taking them away, and not 
only that, He heals old wounds. Isn’t it amazing? What a 
splendid love it is!  

We can love because we are loved with the love 
much warmer and much more exceeding than the sun. 
Receiving such love, we can now love God, which is the 
inner healing of our souls. The one who loves God can 
love others, because he cannot fail to see the divine love 
in fellow humans whom God has created for the purpose 
of love.  

When we see the love of God, we can see 
everything with the eyes of love.  

God reveals His love to us by any means. Having a 
glimpse of such great love, I am deeply moved.  
          

So we know and believe the love God has for us. 
God is love, and he who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him.  (1 John 4:16 RSV) 

 
     God is love. What an astounding love!  

 
October 9, 1995 

 

 

God exists. 

God is love. 

Jesus Christ is God. 

And the will of God is surely done.  

 
 
Volume I     Encounter 

Volume II     Walk 

Volume III     Black Hole  

Volume IV     Kohitsuji no Mure  Flock of Praise 
 

$18.00 each 
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  Join us  in New York Retreat 2016 
 

Let’s worship God with those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth! 
 

Date: May 27 – 29, 2016   

Place: Stony Point Center in New York 
17 Cricketown Road, Stony Point, NY 

Fee: US$ 250 / Adult 

Application Due: Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

We will close the application before the closing date when it reaches the full capacity. 

English & Spanish translation is available at worship service during the retreat. For more 
information, go to our web site http://www.kohitsuji.com/english/ and download the application 
form, or contact us at kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com. 
 

Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church 

        Address: 3-25 Yoko-cho, Ashiya, Hyogo 659-0034 Japan 
 TEL: 81-797-21-6000 9:00am-6:00pm except Mondays 
 E-mail: kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com   
 URL: http://www.kohitsuji.com/english/  
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
  

Bible Study in the Wilderness  
October 2015 

 
The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to be 
still before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord alone.  
Anyone is welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and e-mail your 
report to aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com.     

“To Quarrel with The Potter”   Due Date: October 7 
      

Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker—An earthenware vessel among the vessels of earth! 
Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or the thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’? 

                                (Isaiah 45:9 NAS) 

What do you think the Lord is telling you through this verse? 


