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Thanksgiving from Heaven

Kyoko Yamazato

Today, I would like to share with you the power of thanksgiving 
prayer from heaven. I came to know it through my mother who 
returned to heaven three years ago.

When I think of her, I remember she always said, “Thanks to 
God! Thanks to God!”

She started to give thanks to God after she was diagnosed with 
dementia. Since then, she and I declared the scriptures and praised 
Him together over the phone because she lived in distance.

As I was worried about her losing memory, a scripture came to 
my mind.

He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast 
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.    

   (2 Corinthians 12:9 NKJ)

When I told her this scripture, she said “Oh, how thankful that 
God loves me just the way I am!” Since then, every day three times a 
day as if we were having meals together in the morning, afternoon and 
evening, we declared the scripture and praised God together over the 
phone, and it became her essential source of living.

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your 
gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.       (Philippians 4:4-7 NKJ)   

Declaring the scripture gave her strength and joy. And her 
thanksgiving prayer touched not only people around her but also the 
sky, mountains, rivers, rice fields, and all the land.

One day, Pastor Peter said, “Pray for healing of the earth. It is a 
huge prayer. But if you pray for something beyond personal matter,
then all your needs will be met.” Until then, when she said, “I have 
pain in my back,” we gave thanks for the pain. After that, however, 
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prayer was shifted to intercession for the earth. As I prayed “Jesus 
Christ, please heal the earth, people and the land,” she responded and 
said “Earth, be healed.”

One day when she was picking flowers by herself, she fell down 
into the river by the cherry blossom tree. Suddenly she departed to 
heaven. She was just fine until the day before and we praised together 
over the phone as usual. It was just ten days before she moved to our 
house to live together.

I was crushed with grief over her sudden death and screamed to 
God, “Why?”

In the midst of grief, I heard a resounding tune of the praise song, 
Gloria Deo.

The resounding tune of this praise reminded me of the scene of a 
month before she returned to heaven.

When I sang Gloria Deo in front of her, she was so touched by 
the praise. She begged me, saying “Please teach me this praise song!”
And we praised together.

Now I look back, she must have been preparing herself for 
departure to heaven with the praise Gloria Deo which means “Glory to 
God and peace to people.”

Then I heard her tender voice saying, “Kyoko, I am waiting for 
you at the Church of the Wind.” 

At that moment, I remembered about the day before she returned 
to heaven.

We praised together over the phone as usual on that day. Then I 
burst into joy, which I had never experienced before. She said “You 
know what, this is the golden time in my life. There is nothing better 
than praising God together with you!”

Surely I was not prepared for her sudden death and it made me 
sad, but I decided to give thanks to God even for her death. 

Then, guess what? The grief which covered me was gone 
completely. “In everything give thanks to God.” That was her prayer 
and her faith, which was given by God. To man’s eye, it may seem that 
an old lady who lived by herself in countryside with dementia died 
accidentally. Some may think “How miserable her life was!” 

But to God’s eye, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
His saints. (Psalm 116:15 NKJ)” 

And I believe that the Lord said, “Welcome home” to her and 
gladly hugged her with everlasting love. 
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Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

 (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NKJ)  

It was when I was praising the Lord at the Church of the Wind
that I heard her tender voice, “I have been waiting for you, Kyoko.” 
When she was on the earth, I was always worried about how she was 
doing because she lived in distance. After she returned to heaven, I 
imagine that she keeps giving thanks to God even in heaven, and I 
have peace.

Heaven and earth are one. Death is not the end but the new 
beginning to live in the Lord’s eternal joy.

It was one month after her funeral when we had her memorial in 
January. Our relatives and a Buddhist monk gathered together in her 
house. The Buddhist monk said, “Please share your reminiscences of 
her.” I wanted to sing her favorite praise song. As if the Holy Spirit led 
me, I stood up and said, “Everyone, please look at that tree of cherry 
blossom in the yard. There is a song which was born from that cherry 
blossom tree. Please let me sing her favorite praise song called Under 
the Cherry Blossom,” and I sang it.

Then I wanted to sing another praise song. I said, “May I sing 
another one?” As I began to sing the praise Live in Eternal Life, some 
people sang along with me. Joy was overflowing in the room and they 
were touched and in tears.

And I could not help myself but pray. However, my husband and 
my brother warned me beforehand not to pray while the Buddhist 
monk was there, but a prayer came out of my mouth, “Jesus Christ,
Thank You very much for this time today. Though we can’t see You,
Jesus, You are here with us. We give thanks to You, for You let us
praise together with my mother. May God’s love, life and light fill all 
the earth. I pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.” Then I thought in my mind, 
“Oops, I made a prayer.”

The Buddhist monk bowed gently and said, “Thank you very 
much for sharing.” 

I thought my mother wanted to convey Christ’s love and to praise 
Jesus with everyone she loved.

Our relatives and even the Buddhist monk said, “We are very 
happy for your mother. We can tell that she is happy, too.” And they 
left with joy.

I thought that the title of the praise I sang was called Eternal life. 
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However, actually the title is “Kyrie for Farewell.” I believe this praise 
is saying “Good bye” to death and “Hello” to the new beginning of 
eternal life.

Now looking back to her memorial, I believe she was with a 
multitude of people from Heaven saying, “Thanks to God, thanks to 
God, for He is good.” I believe that she was saying so and singing with 
my grandfather, and my father who already returned to heaven, “Live 
in eternal life. Live in joy.”

This joy filled my house and the entire earth. And it looked as if 
the building of my house was dancing for the joy. And I believe that 
the joy reached to heaven, earth and under the earth.

Now I realize why she kept saying, “Give thanks to God, give 
thanks to God!” She was responding, saying, “Give thanks to God” to 
the “Thanks” initiated from heaven. I believe that she was resonating 
with the thanksgiving from heaven.

We give thanks as a response to God. Christ’s love is revealed in 
the harmony of joint thanksgiving of heaven and the earth. Everything 
is completed in thanksgiving. “Give thanks” is praise to God. 

Now that she is in heaven, I can imagine that she is saying, 
“Thanks to God, thanks to God!” praising Him together with people in 
Heaven. I imagine and believe that heaven is full of thanksgiving.

In our daily life, I am sometimes covered with uncontrollable
anxiety, sorrow, anger and pain, but when I listen to and resonate with 
thanksgiving prayer from heaven, then even the sorrow and pain are 
united with thanksgiving from heaven. Let us give thanks to 
“thanksgiving prayer from heaven,” and within one second, we will 
merge into the flow of life in heaven, heaviness will be gone, and all 
things will turn into joy. In everything we give thanks to God on the 
earth. Resonating together with thanksgiving from heaven, we 
continue to give thanks to God and praise Him with all our hearts. 

“Give thanks” is the Cross. Jesus Christ, thank You very much for 
Your Cross. Thank you very much for Your continuous thanksgiving 
prayer from heaven. In everything we give thanks to God. I pray in 
Jesus name, Amen.

July 23, 2014, the evening worship at the Church of the Wind
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