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The Great River
Can Lost Souls Be Saved?

Peter Shimada

Do you deny the Hell?
Do you not subscribe to the doctrine of eternal insecurity?
Where in the Bible is a teaching that those who have failed 

to confess the Lord Jesus Christ while on the earth have a 
chance to enter heaven?

Do you really believe that those who have committed
suicide have a chance to be saved?

Such are the questions tossed on us who believe in all-inclusive 
redeeming Love of Christ. Before answering, we need to clarify the 
meaning of the Scripture, our sacred Book, the Bible. As for me, the 
whole Scripture points to nothing but the redeeming Love of God in 
Christ Jesus. A bible becomes the Bible when we realize that it 
testifies the redemption of Christ. 

Sure enough, the Bible contains many aspects of truth and 
reality. To some it is a legal and ethical book. They claim that it is 
the constitution of humankind with strict regulations and criterions 
for our behavior. To others it is an inspirational and pleasurable 
source of life.

Many agree, however, that the Bible is the Word of God. So do 
I. Yet I find myself professing that the Bible becomes the Word of 
God when we realize the redeeming Love of God in Christ. Without 
the redemptive life, no verse in the Bible reveals the reality of God. 
“The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life,” as Paul says in 2 
Corinthians 3:6. Biblical arguments, no matter how profound they 
are, will end up as “a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.”

Let me state my faith confession: The redeeming Love of 
Christ is all-inclusive and all-absolute. 

It is the watershed of life, as far as I am concerned. In believing 
the Love absolute, you can enter the divine life of Christ. Those who 
fail to see the Love absolute may wander here and there on the 
surface of the earth. 

There are many verses which direct us to the absolute 
redeeming Love. Let me quote, however, the clearest truth displayed 
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in the Scripture. It is the Christ Hymn, the oldest faith confession in 
the early Church:

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness 
of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on 
Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

                      (Philippians 2:5-11 NAS)

The Incarnation of Jesus Christ was to complete the 
Redemption and to accomplish the grand master plan of God, which 
had been prepared before the foundation of the world, that every 
created life should bow down before Him and worship the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is the ultimate purpose of the whole creation. All 
means “those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth.”

Nothing is left out from this worship. Because those who are in 
heaven and those who are under the earth are celestial beings, I call 
it the “cosmic worship.” Yes, the faith confession indicates all 
beings in the ultimate state, not only in the present time, but also in 
the past and in the time to come. The term “under the earth”
probably means unredeemed souls. They, too, have a chance to enter 
the sphere of the redeemed life.

The Apostle Paul had a birds-eye view of life, the ultimate 
revelation of the universe. The whole creation bows down before the 
Creator and the Redeemer. Not a smallest creature, visible or 
invisible, can run away from the cosmic worship. All in the universe 
and in the history are included in the redeeming Love of Christ.

Upon this foundation, other biblical languages should be 
understood. There are “hell,” “eternal judgment,” and other hideous 
terms which indicate punishment against sinners and unbelieving
souls. 

Mitsuko once saw in her vision the dismal world. A number of 
human souls were cemented into the pots upside down, and those 
pots were carried on the belt conveyer. These were the souls who 
committed suicide! It is not in the Bible, but I believe it.
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The vision is eerie just as the biblical stories of hellfire. I 
believe their authenticity, but at the same time they must be 
understood in the light of the Redemption. The word of truth should 
be rightly divided. (2 Timothy 2:15) When you see the whole truth, 
you can see that the Redemption of Christ is the foundation and 
anchor on which all other biblical truths stand. When you rightly 
understand the Redemption and experience its absolute reality, you 
will also realize the true value of all other biblical truths, including 
hellfire.

I would say that the judgmental stories in the Bible are the 
warning to us the living, but are temporal in God’s eternal purpose. 
Even in the spiritual sphere, the redeeming Love is working and 
progressing.

Mitsuko, who saw the vision of the belt conveyer, heard the 
commanding voice of the Lord, “I send you.” It indicates that those 
who are destined for God’s judgment may have a chance to be saved 
in the life hereafter.

The following is my imaginative speculation on what would 
happen hereafter. It is my imagination, but not a fiction, for “I think 
that I also have the Spirit of God.” (1 Corinthians 7:40 NAS)

The Roman Catholic Church teaches the doctrine of purgatory: 
an intermediate state which exists between heaven and hell. They 
say that those destined for heaven undergo purification, so as to 
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. 

Although I do not subscribe to the doctrine of purgatory as a 
whole, I do believe that souls will have an opportunity to be 
transferred unto a higher dimension of the spiritual world, namely 
the heaven.

Divine judgment and wrath of God will be upon those who 
have not completed God’s given life as a result of terminating their 
own life on the earth and those who have committed unforgiven sins 
(to define them is beyond me, but there is a biblical injunction such 
as blasphemy against the Holy Spirit), and they may be placed unto 
“the pots on the belt conveyer.”

The doctrine of purgatory has been so infamous outside of the 
Roman Catholic Church, for the Church abused it in the Middle
Ages, which caused revolt in Europe and resulted in upraising of the
Protestant movement. Taking away its harmful effects and erroneous
dust, however, you can perceive pure gold in it if you have eyes to 
see. Even though I see no value in the teaching of indulgence, I 
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agree that souls who have left the earth without knowing the 
Redeemer find themselves in the intermediate world. It is a 
comfortable and peaceful place, a kind of heaven, but not the third 
heaven as the Apostle Paul says of the world which receives
believing souls after death. Below the middle heaven, you see the 
world underneath, the dark heaven, “under the earth” in the Christ 
Hymn. There are three distinct heavens. Each is in a different 
dimension, but somehow connected.

Yet life is ever living and ever moving. It is evolving when we 
see with an eye to aim at the ultimate Christ. Especially the spiritual 
worlds are speeding up to that goal.

Souls in the spiritual dimensions are longing to enter the 
redeemed world of Love. None could ever be transferred to the 
higher dimension with their own righteousness or holiness. However, 
their opportunity to enter the life and light of Christ is now opened 
up with the Heavenly Praise, the very sound of the Redemption. The 
whole universe is echoing and resounding to the Lamb who was 
slain before the foundation of the world and resurrected from the 
dead.

In the name of Jesus Christ, we call upon the names of those in 
the world hereafter. We sing the Heavenly Praise and pray that they 
may be placed in the redeemed world because of the redeeming 
Love of the Lamb. Your sincere prayer and your pure heart will 
infuse the heavenly life into the middle heaven and even the world 
underneath. And those who have been rescued from the gloomy 
world and transferred to the redeemed world will be in exceeding 
joy.

The above is my thinking, but I do not think I am far from the 
heart of the Love, the Redeemer. Moreover, it is along with the 
vision of the Great River that Mitsuko saw in her prayer:1

I saw a flow of water gushing out like a flood. I asked the 
Lord about it:

What is this flood?
It is My healing, the flood of salvation.

Lord, how about those who reject or oppose you
and those who believe in other gods?

Do you think this flood avoids or bypasses them?

                                                
1 “The White Dove: Vol.1,” p. 165.
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It was a mere meditation, but I believe that the Love of Christ 
flows like a flood swallowing up all the earth. The entire earth and 
the whole universe are in the Love of Christ and directed toward His 
Love. People may deny Him, oppose Him, or serve other gods, but 
the time will come for all to turn to the Love of Christ and be united 
in His Love. I believe in such Love.

This is the Great River of Life, ever running and ever aiming 
unto the Universal Christ, who sums up all things in heavens and on 
the earth and the world below unto Himself.
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