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From the editor 
 

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  (Colossians 3:14 NAS) 
 

In this year of “Thanksgiving,” we’d like to share a moving testimony, “Pray with an Image of Thanksgiving” by 
Nobuyuki Abe. May the true peace of God be done in you and all nations throughout the thanksgiving. 
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from the Church of the Wind  
3-25 Yoko-cho, Ashiya, Hyogo 659-0034 Japan 
TEL 0797-21-6000 FAX 0797-21-6002  
URL http://kohitsuji.com 

I am a house church leader of this church. Today is 
January 20, and incidentally on this day of last year I 
was sent to Malaysia. I later knew it was on the same 
day that the praise “Kansha, Kansha, Kansha (Thank 
You, Thank You, Thank You)” was born. And the new 
president of the United States will be inaugurated today. 
I am thankful that God called me tonight to this evening 
worship in the Church of the Wind. 

Malaysia, which is located in Southeast Asia, is 
seen by many as a country of jungles and orangutans, 
but it has been modernized and making a drastic 
economic growth. In a small coastal town of Terengganu 
Province in the Malay Peninsula, I worked as an 
assistant to Japanese-language teachers in local junior 
high school for nine months. I was sent there through the 
Japanese government program to build good relationship 
with local teachers and students in Southeast Asian 
countries toward the Tokyo Olympics. 

In Malaysia I saw a slogan written everywhere in 
the town, “One Malaysia.” This is the national campaign 
to become one with no tribal, cultural and religious 
boundary. Malaysia went through the history of 
colonization, and now is a multiethnic country which 
consists mostly of Malays, Chinese and Indians. 

In this age of globalization, many countries have a 
similar slogan, but especially Malaysia, where many 
languages are spoken and different cultures coexist, is 
like a microcosm of Asia. I felt God desired me to pray 
for the whole Asia in Malaysia. 

People in Malaysia are very friendly. I tried to 
learn Malaysian language, ate meals with my hand, 
and paid respect to their religion while they were 
praying at a mosque. Students were so sweet that I 
spent a wonderful time with them. 
    However, after a few months in Malaysia, I came 
to have a problem with local food. Since I had been 
eating healthy brown rice in Japan, their oily food told 
on me like a body blow. People in Southeast Asia 
value their mealtime to have communication with 
others, and when I stopped eating with them, other 
things also went the wrong way. I realized that it was 
not so easy to get over the cultural boundary. 

Around that time, other members who were sent 
to different parts of Malaysia through the same 
program began to complain about this job. One of 
them became sick by stress, and another even returned 
to Japan. The biggest problem challenging us was that 
the local students lacked motivation to learn Japanese. 
A governmental program for international exchange 
activities is likely to become a superficial attempt. 

Malaysia is called “the most harmonious 
multiethnic country,” but I noticed there were huge 
gaps among the ethnic groups. The “One Malaysia” 
policy turned out to be the system to bring wealth to 
certain people. I saw the negative aspect of globalism 
of this age as Pastor Peter wrote in his article “From 
Babel to Pentecost – Next Stage after Globalism.”  
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One day, I had a quarrel with my Malaysian 
friend, and I was bogged down. Now I was 
complaining together with other Japanese. Before 
coming to Malaysia, I had been healed of my deep 
wounds by Jesus, but I felt as if my old wounds had 
returned back. I started blaming myself. 

What saved me from this vicious circle of 
condemnation was the prayer from the Church of the 
Wind. My faith was strengthened by the words written 
in the house church leaders’ meeting minutes sent from 
the church. In it Yasushi Suzuki said:  

 
No matter how much we determine to live by faith, 
as long as we have the flesh and emotions, we 
sometimes complain as if our old wounds had come 
back to us. But do not be bothered by it, because the 
risen life of Jesus Christ works in you much more 
powerfully than that. Thanksgiving will also 
resurrect, and eventually thanksgiving will conquer 
our emotions. 
(from the minutes of the June 2016 house church leaders’ meeting)

  
Even though I was in a distant country and 

physically away from the church, I was one with the 
Body of Christ. I received a very important message of 
God from the Church of the Wind. I grew up in Brazil 
when I was a child, and went to China to study when I 
was a college student. All my life, even in my home 
country Japan, I had been struggling with gaps and 
wishing to change the world. However, I encountered 
God’s vision, “Everything is completed in praise,” and 
came to believe this vision will change the world. I 
realized that this vision is the resurrection of my 
thanksgiving. 

A praise CD that contained praises of thanksgiving 
was also sent from the church, together with 
testimonies of those who gave thanks to God in the 
middle of trouble. Even if it is empty thanksgiving out 
of desperation or with a hidden agenda, that is just all 
right. God works through it. I was encouraged, 
realizing that I was not struggling alone and that we 
were being led to thanksgiving as the Body of Christ. I 
started giving thanks each and every second. Then my 
life in Malaysia was dramatically changed. 

Thanksgiving prayer restored my relationship with 
God, and then I was no longer concerned about my 
relationship with other people. For the first time at a 
meal I could say “No, thank you” when I was offered 
something I did not want to eat. I taught my students 
the most important Japanese word Arigato (Thank you). 

Everything started working out so smoothly, and the 
atmosphere of my workplace was changed. It used to 
be the place of superficial international exchange, but 
now became the place of overflowing. The faith of 
thanksgiving is utterly different from the positive 
thinking, because it comes from the Lord’s cross. 
When we give thanks with the image of the cross, the 
Holy Spirit surely works in us. 

 
 
 
 
 
In the healing worship last September which I 

joined through the internet, Mitsuko said, “We are 
entering a new dimension of healing where ‘Being’ 
and ‘Doing’ become one.” I instantly understood what 
it meant. We can be just as we are. I had come to find 
this joy of Being permeating my workplace beyond 
the boundaries of nations, cultures and religions 
through my thanksgiving. As my work became 
worship itself, I felt the beautiful nature and creatures 
in Malaysia praising the Lord together in one. Then I 
was filled more deeply with the joy of existing just as 
I am. I realized that a time of new joy had indeed 
come. My love for Malaysia was deepened. 

The night before we departed to Japan, a farewell 
party was held for us. Malaysian government officials 
and Japanese embassy staff members also joined it. I 
was to give a speech there, representing the departing 
team. So I decided to make a thanksgiving slideshow 
with my team members, using the pictures we had 
taken in Malaysia. I hoped this slideshow would 
change people to Malaysia-lovers. 

As the slideshow started, the Holy Spirit filled 
the place, and the government officials and those 
involved in this program started crying. I was 
delighted to see the image of reconciliation which I 
had been praying for was truly done. What was most 
needed in this program was to give thanks for 
Malaysia, which turned out to be the best way to 
inspire their love for Japan. I believe that what is most 
needed in this age of globalization is a person of 
thanksgiving. Whatever may happen, if we hold down 
a vertical relationship with God, He will prepare 
horizontal relationships with other ethnic groups, 
cultures and religions. It is impossible for us to get 
along with all other people with our strength, but God 
will make it possible if we get along with Him alone. 

謝感
Kansha 

(Thanksgiving) 
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When I came back to Japan, the construction of 
the House of Life had been completed. I was surprised 
to see the beautiful building of the House of Life, but 
what amazed me most was “how to use the House of 
Life.” I had thought until then that the House of life 
would be the accommodation facility for those who 
come to worship in the Church of the Wind and that 
new international exchange would start there. However, 
the House of Life was built as the house of the Lord for 
the purpose of having a quiet time before the Lord 
alone. While using the House of Life, I experienced the 
divine serenity where there was only the vertical 
relationship with God and no horizontal relationship 
with others.  
   Entering the House of Life, I found a word written 
on the wall, “Healing transcending time.” When I 
meditated on this word in the House of Life, images 
came to me: I was flying on the wings of the White 
Dove, I was covered with its soft feathers, and many 
White Doves started to fly from the House of Life. 
At the same time, the memories in Malaysia awoke in 
me. After returning to Japan, I could not write the 
testimony of Malaysia, but as if a clog was cleared, 
words of testimony welled up in me in the Lord’s 
healing. 

As I wrote the testimony, I remembered that 
during my stay in Malaysia, whenever I was in trouble, 
I prayed with the image of being covered with the 
White Dove. It may have been the White Dove that 
flew from the House of Life when I stayed there after 
returning to Japan. The day I used the House of Life 
was December 3, the anniversary of the White Dove. 
And I remembered that I especially prayed with this 
image last July. 

That was when Islamic State declared a terrorist 
attack on Malaysia. This news was not broadcasted 
much in Japan because it was right after the tragic 
terrorist attack in Bangladesh took lives of seven 
Japanese people working for Bangladesh. On the most 
critical day, I happened to be in Kuala Lumpur, the 
capital city of Malaysia. From there I sent a prayer 
request to the Church of the Wind. I somehow could 
not sleep at all suffering from tightness in the chest. So 
I kept praising all through the night, but in praying with 
the image of being covered with the White Dove, I was 
relieved of the pain.  

Then a little while later, terrorists who had planned 
the attack were arrested, and bombs were confiscated. 
For two months after that, a terrorist attack was aborted 
every week. Only once at a restaurant in Kuala Lumpur, 
a small bombing took place, but no one was killed by it. 

I have never seen policemen working diligently in 
Malaysia, so I believe it was a miracle of the White 
Dove working beyond time. 

I once heard that a time machine would not be 
impossible if we can move faster than light. I feel 
God is now saying to me, “The White Dove of the 
Holy Spirit reaches faster and deeper than anything 
on the earth.” As I started praying for the White 
Dove to fly away to all the history, I came to greatly 
enjoy learning history. 

I believe it is God who dwells in the House of 
Life and prays for this generation more earnestly 
than anyone else. God seriously desires to transform 
the world through our praise. The world will be 
transformed not by nationalism, nor by globalism, 
but by the image of thanksgiving. 
 

Hold the divine image. It will make the order 
of the coming world. If we keep this image 
and give praise, we shall shorten time to bring 
forth His Kingdom here on the earth. The 
word of God will give you a totally new 
image of this world. We will not go back to 
nationalism nor globalism. There is God’s 
way to go forward. A new time will come 
when Heaven and Earth are united.   

“From Babel to Pentecost” 
(March 2016 issue of our English newsletter) 

 
The year 2017 is the year of thanksgiving. May 

the world be renewed through each one’s image of 
thanksgiving, and may the White Dove fly to the 
ends of the earth and to all the history.  
 

January 20, 2017  
(from evening worship in the Church of the Wind) 

 

                                     from the Church of the Wind 
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Bible Study in the Wilderness  

April 2017 
 

The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to be still 
before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord alone. Anyone is 
welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and e-mail your report to: 
aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com 

“Preach the Gospel” Due Date: April 5 

Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. (Mark 16:15 NAS) 
 
Jesus told His disciples “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” The book of “The 
White Dove III 115 page” contains an interpretation that says, “To do My work is the same as how the 
flowers bloom” (November 24, 1988). What do you think of this? 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble. 

“Cease striving and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth. ” 
(Psalm 46:1,10 NAS) 

 
This summer, we will have the Kohitsuji no Mure Retreat in Kobe, Japan. 
 “Retreat” is the special time for us to withdraw from daily life and come before the Lord.  
People of praise gathered from all over the world worship the Lord together.  
The Lord reveals a new direction to us in each retreat. 
The retreat of this year will be held at Kobe Portopia Hotel. 
Since the retreat is now held only once in every three years, please don't miss it this summer! 
 
Simultaneous English Interpretation is available.  
 

Date: August 23 – 25, 2017 
   Place: Kobe Portopia Hotel (Hall) 

   Kobe City, Japan 
 

Please arrange air ticket and transportation.  
   For further information, please contact Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church. 

                                                  
 
 


