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From the editor  

This month, let us share with you, “My Lord and My God” delivered by Yumiko Tokuhara at the joint worship in New 
York and California last January. May the absolute healing of God’s love be revealed on all nations through her message. 

I first came to the United States when I was 
nineteen. I was a college student and had a home stay 
for forty days in Georgia. At that time I did not know 
the meaning of my life. I felt so empty and hated 
myself that I wished I could vanish away. I expected I 
might be able to find something outside Japan. 

My host family was Christian and I had an 
opportunity to attend a Bible class. The teacher said, 
“You exist here not by mere coincidence but because 
God created you with His purpose.” And one Bible 
scripture was cited:  

 
Israel, the Lord who created you says, “Do not be 
afraid - I will save you. I have called you by name - 
you are mine . . . you are precious to me . . . I love 
you.”                   (Isaiah 43:1, 4 TEV) 
 
In my junior and senior high school days I went 

to a Christian missionary school. We learned about 
God and the Bible, but I felt God so foreign to me. 
There might be God somewhere, but He seemed to be 
so far away from me. However, the words I heard in 
the Bible class somehow shook my soul and made me 
think. 

On the night after the Bible class, I went to bed 
and thought of the existence of God. Then suddenly I 
felt God calling my name. I felt Jesus gently gazing at 
me, saying, “You are precious to me. I love you . . .” 
Something warm welled up deep inside of me and 
enveloped my whole being. In the midst of this 
mysterious sensation, I realized the steadfast presence 
of God. Although I did not know Him, He knew me all 
along. He is the One who created me with His purpose! 
Peace filled me, and new strength surged in me. My 
whole being was shouting for joy, “God does exist, and 
He loves me!” Emptiness that always stuck in my heart 
was gone. 

I did not know exactly for what purpose God 
created me, but it was just sufficient for me to discover 
His holy existence. After coming back to Japan, I 
started going to church, but soon I felt suffocated by 
the teaching of what we should and should not do as 
Christians. The joy of having met God faded away.  

Then, my friend took me to the Kohitsuji no Mure
Church. As soon as I entered the place, I somehow felt 
coming back to the home of my soul as I had 
encountered God that night in the States. The room 
was filled with light and praise. Even before worship 
began, tears streamed down from my eyes. The Lord 
Jesus died on the cross to heal me, and He lives today 
just as He did in the days of the Bible. This became so 
real to me in the worship. After the worship I was 
baptized. I was filled with the Holy Spirit, and on the 
way back home people and the world around me all 
looked so beautiful to my great amazement.  

 
Now let me talk about my background. I was 

born as a third-generation Korean in Japan. During the 
war my grandparents came to Japan from Jeju Island, a 
southern island of Korea. When the war ended, they 
decided to go back to their home, but their ship went 
on the rocks. They were rescued by an American ship 
and returned back to Japan. They lost everything and 
had to start their life from scratch in Japan. Then in 
their homeland, a horrible massacre took place.  

After the war the Korean Peninsula was divided 
into North and South. In Jeju Island rebellion against 
the division arose, and the South Korean government 
suppressed it. Tens of thousands of people were killed 
at random, including women and children. Owing to 
this catastrophic incident, my grandparents had to give 
up returning to their homeland, and my parents were 
born in Japan. 
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My father’s family was very poor, and my father 
started working after graduating from junior high 
school. He ran a small iron factory of his own and sent 
all his four daughters to college, believing education 
would help in this time of globalization.  

As a college student, however, I was so uncertain 
about the future. I wanted to live just as I was in the 
society, but I did not know who I really was. I was 
neither Japanese nor Korean. I neither spoke Korean 
nor knew Korean culture well. I was educated in 
Japanese school as if I were Japanese. On the other 
hand, nationality-wise I was Korean and had to face 
difficulty in finding a job in Japan. I had fear of 
prejudice and discrimination. I felt I was an outsider of 
this world. 

I had already encountered God, but all the more 
because I knew there is the almighty God, I wondered 
why I still had to struggle with such pain. I was 
attending worship of Kohitsuji no Mure. In Kohitsuji 
no Mure they said, “The love of Christ alone is 
sufficient,” and “Everything is completed in praise.” 
Yet, I could not think just worshipping and praising 
God would solve problems and contradictions of this 
world which I struggled with. 

I thought only if I knew who I really was, I could 
live free from fear just as I was. I decided to seek the 
answer by myself. I started studying what I had never 
been taught at home or at school. I got involved in 
ethnic education of Korean students in Japanese local 
school because I thought it might empower them in the 
face of difficult situations in their life. Yet, the more I 
strived, the more confused and lost I was deep inside 
of me. 

One day, in worship when we gave praise, 
repeatedly singing, “Jesus Christ, my Lord and my 
God,” all of a sudden I felt something welling up from 
the depth of my being. It was the thought, “Here is my 
true self!!” Then I realized that when I call to the Lord 
saying, “my Lord and my God,” here exists my true 
self. The world was filled with unsolvable problems, 
and I suffered from deep-seated pain, sorrow and 
anger, but it did not matter anymore. I became 
convinced that in calling the name of the Lord and 
worshipping Him here lies the answer that I had been 
seeking. 

 
Let me share with you my grandmother’s 

baptism. 
My grandfather passed away when I was a kid, 

and my grandmother lived alone. Since she did not get 
an education, she could not read or write. So she was 
studying Japanese at night school. When I visited 
Grandma, she was often doing homework at home. 

Because she was old, she easily forgot what she 
learned, but she kept on studying, and I sometimes 
helped her. 

One day, when I visited Grandma, I had music 
sheets of heavenly praise in my bag, so I said to her, “I 
will sing a praise song of my church for you.” I sang, 
“Jesus Christ My God.” Grandma looked at the music 
sheet, and listened to my singing, and from the second 
time she joined and started singing with me. When I 
was praising together with her, I felt joy welling up 
inside and became so happy. Grandma looked happy 
too. Then she said, “I want to believe in Christ, but it is 
too late because I am already eighty-five.” I said to her, 
“It’s never too late. You can believe in Jesus now!”  

I decided to pray with her. I said to her, “Let’s 
pray! Please repeat after me,” and I prayed, “I believe 
in Jesus Christ.” Grandma was silent, closing her eyes,
so I said to her, “Grandma, follow me,” and prayed 
again, “I believe in Jesus Christ.” But she was still 
silent. So I said again to her, “Follow me!” Then she 
cried out, “I follow You, I follow You! I follow you all 
the way!” I knew it was the cry deep from her soul. 
And I baptized her.  

After the baptism, Grandma was delighted, 
saying, “I feel so refreshed!” When I was about to 
leave her place, opening the door, Grandma suddenly 
said, “I have many sins.” I was surprised to hear such 
words from her mouth. I said to her, “Grandma, you 
believe in Jesus, so all your sins were forgiven.” Then 
she showed me a big smile. 

Grandma went through many hardships in her 
life. She was mocked, living in the foreign land. On 
the other hand, she was quick-tempered and quibbled 
with her husband and the people around her. She was 
nice to me, her grandchild. But she said nasty things 
towards her children and made them upset. So they 
kept a distance from her. She was a lonely person. 

My grandma had many sins for sure, but what the 
Lord Jesus saw in her was a pure heart seeking His 
love and forgiveness. We were born in sins and live 
entangled in sins, but for our sins Jesus died on the 
cross and was risen to give us peace and joy. When my 
grandma was baptized, she was shining and cute like a 
young girl. 

 
In the year 2000 the Revelation praises started 

flooding upon Kohitsuji no Mure. In 2007 we had the 
Revelation Concert. It gave us a glimpse of the 
heavenly worship written in the book of Revelation. 
After the Concert, I read Mitsuko’s writing “Toward 
the Heavenly Worship.” Reading it I cried, because I 
felt everything made clear to me. She wrote:
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“Everyone is given a desire to worship God the Creator. 
What we wanted to unfold in the Concert was the 
heavenly worship. It is the utmost worship offered to 
the One who sits on the throne and the Lamb who was 
slain. Toward it time flows and history advances. In the 
heavenly worship we will see for the first time the 
perfection of love.” 

As for me worship used to be just like water. 
Worship was essential for me to live, but just as I was 
not living for the sake of water, I never thought that I 
was living in order to worship and praise God. 
Actually, my existence itself was praise. The Lord led 
me to know that heavenly worship is the very purpose 
of my existence and all creation. When I knew it, I 
realized that I no longer had to be afraid of anything. I 
am truly thankful to the Lord that I was born in Japan 
and met Kohitsuji no Mure. Here I can return to my 
true self and worship God in spirit and truth with all 
other people beyond nationality, ethnicity and whatever 
difference we may have. I believe the heavenly 
worship is the true home for all created by God.  

 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He 
will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, 
and God Himself will be among them, and He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there 
will no longer be any death; there will no longer 
be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things 
have passed away . . . Behold, I am making all things 
new.              (Revelation 21:3-4, 5) 
 
When I was a college student, I went to Jeju 

Island, my grandparents’ homeland, for the first time. 
My grandfather had bought a plot of land there to go 
back someday, but he could not. Since all his children 
settled in Japan, they decided to sell it out when he 
passed away. For that procedure my father visited 
Korea and I went with him. Seeing Jeju Island with my 
own eyes, I felt it was a sorrowful place. Indeed, the 
homeland of my grandparents was a place of great 
sorrows. 

Soon after we started having worship at the 
Church of the Wind, I had a mysterious feeling in the 
midst of worship. Memories of my grandparents who 
had passed away suddenly came back to me one after 
another: my grandfather’s gentle way of speaking with 
a Korean accent and my grandmother’s warm and cute 
smile. I already believed that they are coming to the 
Church of the Wind where those in heaven can worship 
together with those on earth, but I realized from the 
bottom of my heart that they are truly in the Church of 
the Wind! They have finally returned to their true 
home, which is the heavenly worship where the love of 
Jesus overflows. They are now living in the risen life of 
the Lord and praising Him together with me! 

When I realized it, at the same time I found that 
God’s healing flowed to dark and sorrowful scenes in 
my past memories. Now each scene is full of light! 
There is no place where the healing of the cross of 
Jesus does not reach. His healing even goes beyond 
space and time. He pours His healing of the cross on 
the wounded land, on the wounded people and on the 
wounded history of the world. 

Jeju Island is where people who wished for the 
unification of the Korean Peninsula were killed. Yet 
death is not the end. They shall live in the risen life of 
the Lord. I invited all of them to our heavenly worship. 

 
Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near in the blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace, who has made us both one, and has broken 
down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in 
his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new man in place 
of the two, so making peace,  and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
bringing the hostility to an end.   (Ephesians 2:13-16) 
 
Last year in the praise concert at the Church of the 

Wind, we sang multidimensional praise together with 
the congregation. When the resounding sound of praise 
filled the sanctuary, I felt it exploded like the Big Bang 
and overflowed to the entire universe beyond time and 
space. In retrospect, it was like witnessing the very 
moment of Re-creation. 

At that moment I was overwhelmed by great joy. 
The praise welling up within me became one with the 
praise that filled the sanctuary and the whole universe. 
I realized that I am alive united as one with the life 
flowing in all created by God. 

Until I knew the power of praise, I used to wonder 
in agony why this world is still filled with problems 
and contradictions though there is God. I was enslaved 
by the sorrow, pain and anger of this world, but in 
praise I received the absolute healing of the cross. The 
forgiveness of the cross liberates us from the grudge 
and curse from the past. In praise I died to the sorrow, 
pain and anger of this world, and I now live to the Lord 
Jesus Christ who is our peace. 

There are so many wounded people who do not 
yet know where they belong just as I used to be. There 
are so many people suffering from the disastrous 
events in the history. I have found the true peace in the 
cross of Christ. May His love revealed in the heavenly 
worship heal them and let them all return to their true 
home. 

 
January 10, 2016 

 

                                                from the Church of the Wind
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Retreat Schedule  

Fri. May 27 Sat. May 28 Sun. May 29 

 
3:00pm  Registration 
4:00pm  Orientation  
8:00pm Praise Worship 1 

 
6:30am  Morning Worship 
9:45am  Praise Worship 2 (Healing Worship) 
3:00pm  Retreat Praise Concert  
8:00pm  Praise Worship 3 (Japanese & English)

 
6:30am Morning Worship  
9:45am Praise Worship 4 
2:00pm  Dismiss 
 
☆Schedule may be modified. 

 
 

Day Participation 

 Fees For Day Participant   Child under 5 free   
☆Reservation in advance is preferable. 

1. All Three Days                 Adult：$ 40 Child (6-14) $20      
2. Half-day (May 27, 28 or 29)   Adult：$ 10 Child (6-14) $5 
3. One day (May 28)             Adult：$ 20 Child (6-14) $10 
 

There is no restaurant in the Stony Point Center. You may bring your own food or apply for the meals at the Stony 
Point Center in advance. 
  
 Meal Plans   Child under 3 free  ☆ Reservation in advance is required with additional charge below. 
The first 30 applicants only.  Due Date: April 30, 2016 

☆ Meal hours (Buffet Style)  Breakfast 7:30am-9:15am  Lunch 11:45am-13:30pm   Dinner 5:30pm-7:15pm
 
1. All Three Days (6 Meals)           Adult : $100   Child (4-12) $50    
2. Dinner (May 27 or 28)                   Adult : $25    Child (4-12) $13 
3. Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner (May 28)    Adult : $45    Child (4-12) $23 
4. Breakfast & Lunch (May 28 or 29)       Adult : $30    Child (4-12) $15 
 

 
★ Special Discount for Visitors  Adult：$ 5 per day    Child under 14 free 
This is for only those who come to Kohitsuji no Mure Worship service (including the house church gathering) for 
the first time. The visitors also need to apply for meals in advance if they need. (Application Due Date: April 30). 

 
HOW TO APPLY 

1) Download the application form (PDF or Excel) from our web site.  
http://www.kohitsuji.com/english/  

2) Fill out the application form and e-mail it to kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com Attn. NY retreat or send it 
by airmail to the Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church.  

3) We will let you know the total fee by e-mail.  
4) Airmail a check or a money order payable to: Kohitsuji no Mure to the Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church. 

Please consult us for the payment method if you live outside the U.S.  
5) We will send you a confirmation letter by e-mail. Upon receipt of it, your application is completed. 
 
 

 
 


