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From the editor 
  

For I am the Lord who heals you.   (Exodus 14:26 NKJ)                                
This is God’s promise for us. Thousands of years ago, God chose Moses to save the people of Israel from 

Egyptian’s hand, dividing the water. Now we believe that God has chosen the people of praise as a vessel to bring 
Heavenly Praise to the whole world, for it is God’s wish that all the nations worship God as one. 

Last December, we had the mission trip to New York. In the service, as a solo sang Psalm 80 in Japanese with 
the tombak, God touched many people who gathered there. Even those who did not understand Japanese were deeply 
touched. The person who sang solo said, “I have never seen anything like this before! Heavenly praise is the greater 
works which Jesus entrusted to us as in John 14:12!” 

This time, we would like to share with you the joy of the greater works that God showed us in the New York 
worship service through the message of Exodus chapter 15, The Redemption of Bitterness by Yasushi Suzuki. 

Now when they came to Marah, they could not 
drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. 
Therefore the name of it was called Marah. And 
the people complained against Moses, saying, 
“What shall we drink?” So he cried out to the 
Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he 
cast it into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet.                  (Exodus 15:23-25 NKJ) 
                      

It is astonishing that the bitter waters were instantly 
made sweet when Moses cast a tree into the waters.  

I believe that the tree reveals the cross of Jesus 
Christ. The power that made the bitter waters sweet 
represents the redemptive power of the cross of Jesus 
Christ. I think the bitter waters are likened to all the 
bitterness we have. It contains a lot of pain and brings 
us suffering. Yet, we are given the cross of Jesus Christ 
that makes it sweet. 

Last December, when I visited New York for a 
mission trip, I met an American guy who came to our 
worship service for the first time.  

I was so shocked to hear about his traumatic life 
story. His family was murdered and his mother was 
killed in front of him when he was only four years old.   

He was shot too, and the bullet fully penetrated his 
small chest. Still he miraculously survived. Obviously, 
this experience left a deep scar in his heart. This scar on 
his body and soul greatly affected his later life and he 
lived a troubled life. However, he was deeply touched in 
the midst of our worship service.  

We celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ the Savior 
that day, and the service was filled with joy. The Savior 
came to this wounded man. He could not stop crying in 
the presence of Christ.  

During the service he whispered to one of our staff 
and said, “I have never shed tears of joy like I do today. I 
want to go to the restroom by myself for a minute and 
cry as loudly as I like. I will be back in a minute!” And 
he sneaked out, cried, washed his face and came back to 
the service.  
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Anyone is welcome to join our worship service. 
 
 

English Worship in New York  
 11:00 a.m.  Sun. April 13, 2014 

  At  Pearl Studios NYC 

Praise Concert & English Worship in Hawaii    

 10:30 a.m.  Sat. April 19, 2014 
  At  Ala Moana Hotel Carnation Room 

 

Japanese Worship in Hawaii     

10:30 a.m.  Sun. April 20, 2014 
 At  Ala Moana Hotel  Carnation Room 

                             led by Pastor Peter and Mitsuko 
  

After the service he said, “I have never been so 
moved before! I especially love your praise songs.” He 
was so happy. I could not help but think about what had 
happened to him that day.  

I thought that a tree was cast into his wounded heart 
through the Heavenly Praises.  

Surely, the tree in this chapter was the cross of Jesus 
Christ for him. It covered all the bitterness he had 
experienced in his life and made him realize that his life 
was meaningful. It filled his heart with joy of life.  

The Heavenly Praises, so to speak, are the tree that 
made the bitter waters sweet. Just as the bitter waters 
were made sweet, his life was also changed and was now 
filled with God’s love.  

You will have the same experience of the Heavenly 
Praises.  

The interesting thing is that in the Hebrew 
language, a verb “mathoq” is used for the expression 
“made sweet” in this chapter. One of the definitions 
of the Hebrew word “mathoq” is “to cover gently.” I 
like this. It sounds nice. The Heavenly Praises will 
cover all things gently.   

Thousands of years ago, God made the bitter 
waters of Marrah sweet. Now God gently covers your 
bitterness and makes it sweet and lovely. This is the 
redemptive work of the cross of Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ is the Lord who heals you.  

Life is sweet in Christ! 
 

January 24, 2014 
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The love of Christ alone is sufficient 
－ At the Hoya Gathering － 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kohitsuji no Mure gathering is to praise and worship the Lord. Each one of us is invited by the 
Lord and praises Him in unity. We all have different backgrounds and different walks of faith, but we have 
one thing in common, which is our love for Christ and desire to praise Him. That alone is more than 
sufficient, because we believe that the Lord will take care of the rest. We simply praise the Lord, and rejoice 
in Him as one flock. Our praise worship begins with and ends in this joy. I even believe that everything is 
completed in praise. I do not know how many people have met the Lord in praise and healed in praise. 

The praise gathering at Hoya was wonderful, being filled with the presence of the Lord.  
During the worship, I prayed aloud as thoughts of the Lord’s healings came to me one after another. 

One of them was the following:   
I will heal the one who lost a precious person  
and wishes to die in sorrow.   

When I prayed for one woman, immense healing flowed into her, and she fell flat on the floor and could 
not move an inch. 

Her friend who was with her started crying first. It was a heartrending cry as if she bore her friend’s 
sorrow on her behalf, rather than merely sympathizing with her. Perhaps, it was a kind of intercessory 
prayer. The woman on the floor also started crying bitterly. The Lord was exposing in the healing light her 
sadness and bitterness which had been suppressed all these years. 

The woman said intermittently, “You spoke of . . . someone who lost a precious person . . . That’s me.” 
The precious one was her father. After her father’s death, deep sorrow had taken root in her. She could 

not shake off the shadow of death. So she came to the Hoya gathering. 
The Lord was removing her burden, which she had carried on her back and could not unload, though He 

had already taken it away from her on the cross. 
“I can’t move,” she said a few times.  
The interpretation for those who seek death is always full of gentle love and comfort.  
 

I died for you. Yet why do you want to die? 
I want you to live in My life.   

The Lord wants to reveal to us the meaning of what He has done for us, His crucifixion on the cross. 
There are people like her who cannot move an inch after being hit by the Holy Spirit. I cannot 

generalize about them, but in most cases it is the manifestation of drastic healing either physical or spiritual 
and the power of the Lord’s love, saying, “Do you give in? Be obedient to Me.” When they get up, almost all 
of them say rather gladly, “I give in!” Such is the overwhelming power of His love. When they cannot move, 
they have no freedom to move a single finger. They become like slaves of the Lord’s love. 

She continued, “First, my hands and legs became numb, and the numbness spread to my back and head. 
My whole body then got stiff and cold and gradually ached. I couldn’t even breathe.” 

She could not move for three long hours! I did not pray for her to be able to move and left her there. 
Since the Lord was touching her, there was nothing I could do. Even after the gathering was over, she still 
stayed there being unable to move, and heard a voice, “The old has passed away.” She was enveloped in the 
warm presence of the Lord while people sang praises. She felt, “Jesus took me down from the cross and 
embraced me!” At that moment, her hands began to move. 

“When the stiffness in my body left me, I knew that my agony, the shadow of death and everything 
were dissolved in the cross,” said she slowly. She was then overwhelmed by a thought, “Now you are to live 
in a new life.” “Jesus, You know everything!” 

At last she said, “It has become my true confession of faith that the love of Christ alone is sufficient.”     
Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has 
come.                                               (2 Corinthians 5:17 RSV) 

                                                                
( from “The White Dove I” by Mitsuko “Everything Is Completed in Praise” P.274-287  )

                                                  From the “White Dove”


