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From the editor                                           
We would like to share with you, Walking in the Spirit, a message from the First Letter of Paul to Timothy chapter 3 by Yasushi

Suzuki. 

A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, 
hospitable, able to teach; not given to wine, not violent, 
not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 
covetous; one who rules his own house well, having his 
children in submission with all reverence (for if a man 
does not know how to rule his own house, how will he 
take care of the church of God?); not a novice, lest being 
puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation 
as the devil. Moreover he must have a good testimony 
among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach 
and the snare of the devil.  

Likewise deacons must be reverent, not 
double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for 
money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure 
conscience. But let these also first be tested; then let them 
serve as deacons, being found blameless. Likewise, their 
wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful 
in all things. Let deacons be the husbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and their own houses well. For those 
who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a 
good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.         (1 Timothy 3:2-13 NKJ) 

 
At a company I used to work for, we were to do a 

self-evaluation once in a while. Handed over the sheets of 
paper, there were many check items of the requirements in 
work performances, attitudes and habits. I had to examine 
and evaluate myself accordingly. 

In a like way, the Bible seems to require for the 
overseers of the church, bishops and deacons for many 
things. The most of the requirements seem to be moral 
teachings, which sound legalistic. 

However, I have come to believe that we are given a 
great encouragement and power to carry the required 
mission to be fulfilled. Romans chapter 8 verse 4 says;  
“The righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us who do not walk according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.” (NKJ) This is the bottom line.  

To walk in the Spirit is to have faith in the Lord 
who is able to do the perfect works in us, even though 
we are in the flesh. Great is the mystery of God, for He 
was manifested in the flesh, and justified in the Spirit. 
Likewise He wants to manifest Himself in us. Let me 
share a brief testimony that signifies it. 

I was sent to New York to do the Lord’s mission for 
two months from April to June this year. While staying 
in Brooklyn, I joined in the English conversation class at 
the public library in my spare time. It was open to 
anyone with no registration. Every time we had a new 
student to our small group, we introduced each other all 
over again. I thought it was a good opportunity to let 
them know who I was. I might have some chance to talk 
about Jesus Christ among them. 

So each time I introduced myself saying vigorously, 
“I am a missionary from Japan. I am here to spread the 
love of Jesus Christ.” I seemed to be reverent in a way 
but nobody showed any interest in me. Rather they were 
apparently put off with me. Looking back, I went a little 
overboard on claiming myself. I was dancing to the beat 
in a different drum. 

Then, the time came to break the ice. One day I 
made a silly joke in the class by chance. It was nothing 
but a secular subject. That made people crack up, and 
they had a big laughter.  
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  Join us 
in New York Retreat 2016 

 
 Date: May 27 – 29, 2016 

   Place: Stony Point Center, New York 
          (17 Cricketown Road, Stony Point, NY) 

  Fee: $250 an adult (2 nights with 6 meals) 
 

If you join the retreat from outside Japan, please arrange your own air ticket and transportation to Stony Point Center.  
If you need transportation to Stony Point Center, we are planning to provide a bus, which will depart from Row NYC 

Hotel (700 8th Ave New York, NY) at 1:00 pm on May 27th (approx. $60 one way). So if you would like to use the service, 
please arrange your air ticket considering the traveling time from the airport to NYC (Advanced reservations required).  

We are also planning a praise tour in NYC after the retreat (on May 30th). We will visit the 9-11 Memorial and other 
places in Manhattan and have a time of praise and prayer. It is an optional tour, but anyone is welcome to join us 
(Advanced reservations required with additional charge of $75). Also you can stay at Westin New York Grand Hotel (212 
East 42nd Street New York) with the tour group from Japan on May30th-31st (2 nights for $265 double occupancy /person).    

About Child fee, Please contact with Kohitsuji no Mure Headquarters. 
Simultaneous interpretation is available during retreat for free of charge. 

  
 How to Apply   

 
Download the application form from Kohitsuji no Mure Web site. ( http://kohitsuji.com/english/ ) 
1. Send application form to the Kohitsuji no Mure HQ by e-mail or airmail. 
2. Receiving the application, we will reply to you and inform your total payment by e-mail.  
3. Please send us your check payable to: Kohitsuji-no-Mure, attn. NY Retreat. 
4. After we received your check, we will send you a confirmation. 

If you live outside the United States, please contact us for the payment. 

Application Start:  Tuesday, September 1, 2015 
Application Due:  Tuesday, December 15, 2015  

For more details, please contact with Kohitsuji no Mure Headquarters New York Retreat 
Coordinator: Nanako Hirai & Ikumi Matsuda.    （e-mail: kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com） 

After the class, one of the students, who was an old 
Columbian lady, came to me and said, “You are such a 
humorous person, I have never met such an interesting 
missionary like you. I want to invite you for dinner at my 
house and introduce you to my daughter.” 

So I had a dinner with five of them all together. We 
had a nice time. It was not a noisy party at all.   I felt 
rather comfortable with quietness covering the place. They 
asked me how I became a missionary.  So I told them how 
I had my initial encounter with Jesus Christ. And I sang a 
couple of the heavenly praises for them. In the end I prayed 
for all of them individually. It was almost a house church 
service. 

Triggered by a secular topic, it ended up spiritually. 
Beginning in the flesh, it was made perfect by the Spirit. 
What happened? It was the redeeming love of Christ 
manifested.  

I sincerely believe that the love of God will be 
manifested here and there in any moment. The salvation 
is closer now than it was. Now is the special time to be 
centered of His worship.  

Great is the mystery that God was manifested in 
the flesh, and justified in the Spirit. Likewise, we are 
also justified in the Spirit through Jesus Christ of the 
Cross. With this very truth, we are able to walk in the 
Spirit. Instead of evaluating ourselves whether we are 
worthy or not, shall we not rejoice and praise the Lord? 
God is love. Indeed, He is. 

 
June 26, 2015 


