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From the editor    
This month we would like to share with you a testimony, You Don’t Need to Be Sad Anymore by Satomi Harada. 

She had only sadness and regret in her life but God filled her with His love and transformed her to rejoice and 
worship Him. 

May the love of Christ be revealed also in you, in your family, and in all creation. 

Encounter with Love of  Christ 
 
Good morning. My name is Satomi Harada. 
Today I am going to share with you the dramatic

salvation of Christ that has been manifested in me and in
my family through my dear elder brother, Kazuhide. 

Without him, I would not have encountered with
Jesus Christ. 

When he was still a baby, he suffered from a high
fever and became handicapped. As he grew up, he was
unable to speak or eat by himself, and he was in a diaper. 

My parents owned a vineyard. They were so busy
working there, so I had to take care of my brother all the
time. I became very famous in my neighborhood as a hard
worker of my family. 

In the winter of my junior year at college, thinking
about my future career, I was overwhelmed with a burden
I must bear to take care of my brother all my life. I
wondered why I was born to this family, and even wished
that my brother would not have been born. 

Around that time, when I went skiing with my
friends, I talked to them about my brother for the first time
in my life. Then one of them said, “You need religion to be
saved.” 

Hearing it I cried out in my heart, “Whoever it is, save
me!” But I had no hope of salvation. 

However, Jesus was waiting for me to say that word,
and He met me. I was very happy to know that Jesus loved
me just the way I was. And I realized that my brother was
a present from Jesus. 

In June 1993, I was invited to the Kohitsuji no Mure
gathering at Mrs. Kashiki’s house in Gifu Prefecture. 

I sat at the back of the room, but when the gathering 
started, a person next to me suddenly began to speak. I
was surprised to know that I was actually sitting in the
front. That person was Mitsuko whom I met for the first
time. I kept shedding tears from the beginning to the end 
of her talk in the gathering. Something touched me deep
inside. 

After the gathering, Mitsuko prayed for me. 
She said, “I saw a vision of your brother who looked very
kind. You are praying for your brother, aren’t you?” 

I was truly praying for my brother. I was very 
surprised because Mitsuko did not know anything about
me and my brother. So I thought it was God.  

And God said through Mitsuko: 
 

You don’t need to be sad anymore. 
 
At that moment, my heart leaped up in joy and I went 

back home being happy like a kid in a candy store. 
When I returned home, however, my mother said, 

“Your father yelled at me for two hours.” My father often
got mad with no special reason. In anger he sometimes
even threw dishes during dinner. 

I became sad and thought, “Here it comes again!”
Then I remembered the word that Mitsuko said: 

 
You don’t need to be sad anymore. 

 
It resounded deep within me. 
At that moment, I knew that the sadness within me 
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had gone away. No matter how much I searched my heart,
I could find no sadness. 

There were still things that made me sad, but I was no
longer bound by the sadness. “You don’t need to be sad
anymore.” I found that this was the message from Jesus.
He was telling me, “Live in joy, for I took away your
sadness.” 

And I knew that Jesus died once for all on the Cross
for all my sadness, my sadness in the past and the present
and the future. 

The next day, I opened the Bible, and Isaiah 63:9
came into my eyes. 
 

In all their distress he too was distressed, and the angel
of his presence saved them. In his love and mercy he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all
the days of old.          (Isaiah 63:9 NIV)

          
And my brother who got weak and started using a

wheel chair could walk by himself again. 
 

Coming of  the Heavenly Praise 
 
Four years after that, I wanted to respond to God’s

will and told my parents, “I want to quit my job and work
for God.” 

But my father opposed me and said, “Get out of this
house!” I was worried about my brother and mother, but
decided to entrust everything to the Lord. I moved out of
my house and started working in the Kohitsuji no Mure
Church in Ashiya. 

Two years later, on December 7, 1999, my brother
suddenly passed away. He was baptized, so I wanted to
have his funeral service in our church, but my parents and
my relatives all opposed it. So we had a Buddhist funeral.

The next year, on January 23, 2000, we had his
memorial service in the Buddhist style. 

A week before the memorial service, I heard a new
praise song. On that night when we were working at the
church office, Mitsuko brought us a music sheet of this
new praise song. 

On that morning of January 16, 2000, before
daybreak when Mitsuko was taking a bath, this melody
popped out of her mouth. She felt God started something
special, and recorded it in the answering machine of the
office. It was taken down into musical notation by one of
the staff. This is how the heavenly praises started to be
given to us.  

Then the word from Revelation 4:8 fit perfectly to
this melody, “O holy, holy, holy. Holy is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come!” 

Although I heard this new praise for the first time, I
felt as if I had heard it a long time ago. The more we sang,
the more we wanted to keep praising. At first only the
female staff sang it. The men sat down and just listened,
but soon they also stood up and started praising the Lord
together. 

As we were singing and lost track of time, it was past
midnight and the date was changed to January 17, the date
of the fifth anniversary of the Great Hanshin Earthquake
in 1995. 

 
The next day of my brother’s memorial service, I

wanted to sing this new praise “Holy, Alleluia” and read
Revelation chapter 4 to have a holy communion in my
mother’s house. 

 
And before the throne there was, as it were, a sea of
glass like crystal; and in the center and around the
throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and
behind . . . And the four living creatures, each one of
them having six wings, are full of eyes around and
within; and day and night they do not cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, who
was and who is and who is to come.”        

(Revelation 4:6, 8 NAS)  
 

When my sister, my little niece and I, just three of us
started singing this praise to the Lord, my mother came
into the room. We stopped praising because she didn’t like
Christianity. 

She said to me, “What kind of gift should we give in
return for memorial offerings?” (This is a Japanese custom.)
And she left the room. 

Then she came in again and said, “What do you want
to eat for lunch today?” She came in and out of the room
many times, so every time she came in, we stopped
praising. 

And when she came into the room for the fifth time,
she asked me, “Do I have to go to church to be baptized?”
I was amazed to hear it. 

I said, “No, you can receive baptism here.” Then she
started weeping and said, “I want to be baptized here
now.” I was in awe of God and baptized her. I believe it
was not only three of us who were praising, but my
brother Kazuhide who had returned to heaven was also
praising and praying for this time. 
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I believe the praise “Holy, Alleluia” is a new song
not of this world, but it comes from heaven. 
 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to 
our God; many will see and fear, and will trust in the 
Lord.                     (Psalm 40:3 NAS)
  

This scripture has truly done in us. Those who hear
this praise will be in awe of the Lord, and transformed to
worship God. 

As my mother was saved just by hearing our
praising, this praise will save the earth, and this
generation. When those on earth co-resonate with those in
heaven and worship God, I believe God’s wish shall be
fulfilled. 

 
 
 

Reconciliation of  Heaven and Earth 
 
After my mother’s baptism, I started praying for my

father’s baptism. 
I look like my mother, but I have very much the same

personality with my father. The more I was healed of my
sadness, the more I came to know my father’s loneliness
and sorrow. I prayed that God would heal my father and
save him. 

In August 2008, my father was hospitalized for lung
emphysema. He had gone through surgery for stomach
cancer a few years ago, but he could not stop smoking. 

I went to his hospital in my hometown. Then my
father said, “I have never expected you to come!” And he
smiled at me. He let me pray for him. God healed him, so
he could leave the hospital in September. 

Every September our church has memorial worship
service in all over Japan to rejoice in the resurrected life
of Jesus Christ with the deceased souls. I wanted to take
him there so that he might be baptized. 

However, his condition suddenly got worse, and on
that day after the service as if he was waiting for me to
see him in the hospital, he went to heaven. When I told
Mitsuko about it, she said, “God desired the reconciliation
of you and your father.” 

But I could not accept the fact that he died without
being baptized. 

Three years later, in September 2011, I was asked to
lead the memorial worship service near my hometown,
and wanted to give testimony about my father. 

But I did not want to invite my mother to this
worship, because she was still telling bad things about my

father even after his death. But when my sister told her
about it, my mother said, “I want to go.” And she came. 

In the memorial worship as I was giving the
testimony about my father, I realized that my father
invited my mother to this worship. I felt that he wanted to
worship God with her, and to be reconciled with her. 

And to my surprise, after this worship, my mother
who always said all the bad things about my father to
anyone, even to a pizza deliverer, stopped saying it. Ever
since then, she has never said any bad things about him. 

Who could imagine such reconciliation would be
done between my mother who is on earth and my father
who is in heaven? It was done in the midst of the worship.
God made it possible because of the Cross. 
 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation.        (2 Corinthians 5:18-19 RSV) 

                
And I thought that the reconciliation of my parents

was my reconciliation with my father. The heavenly
praise unifies heaven and earth. It is the key for us to
open the heaven. I believe God has given the heavenly
praise so that those in heaven and those on earth may
worship the Lord together. 

Now I have a praise gathering in my hometown and
worship the Lord with my mother and sister. When we
worship the Lord together on earth, I believe my father
and brother who went to heaven also worship the Lord
together with us. I thank God who called all of us to this
Cosmic Worship where those on earth, those in heaven,
those under the earth, and all creation praise the Lord
together. 

 
Jesus Christ, thank You for having come into this

world. Lord, please give Your light to those who are in
darkness, Your joy to those who mourn, and Your
liberation to those who are bound. Lord, may Your true
peace be done in the wounded earth and the wounded
nations in conflict, especially in Middle Eastern countries.
May Your Kingdom come on earth. I thank You for this
praise that unifies heaven and earth. I pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen. 
 

January 25, 2015 from the Sunday worship 
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 Mission Trip to Hawaii 2015 

 
       Be still, and know that I am God. 

Psalm 46:10 

  
Worship Service 

 
       English Worship Service & Praise Concert 

10:00 a.m. Saturday April 18, 2015 

                           Ala Moana Hotel Carnation Room 

 
Japanese Worship Service & Praise Concert 

10:00 a.m. Sunday April 19, 2015 

                           Ala Moana Hotel  Carnation Room 
  

                                  Led by Pastor Peter & Mitsuko 
 

Please join us!   
     For further information, please contact our office 

  
Kohitsuji no Mure Christian Church   
Tel: 81-797-21-6000 (Japan)  
E-mail: kohitsujinomure@kohitsuji.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  

Bible Study in the Wilderness 
April 2015 

 
The Bible Study in the Wilderness is a unique way of studying the Bible. Each one goes to the Lord to 
be still before Him alone (that is, the wilderness), and meditates upon the verse, listening to the Lord 
alone. Anyone is welcome to join the Bible Study in the Wilderness. Write down your thoughts and 
e-mail your report to aranoseiken＠kohitsuji.com.    

“The Tree of Life”  Due Date: April 1 
       

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life,   
and may enter by the gates into the city.                            (Revelation 22:14 NAS) 
                       
What do you think “the right to the tree of life” is? What does “to wash their robes” mean? 

 


