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House Built by the Lord 
Peter 

 

The sanctuary of Kohitsuji no Mure has just been completed in Ashiya, Japan. Church 

originally means “the ones called by God” with no reference to a building or an organization. It 

is where people gather to praise the Lord. The sanctuary is a place for us to worship the Lord. I 

am deeply moved that such a wonderful place for worship is given to us. 

When we received the vision of Kohitsuji no Mure, I had a premonition that the main 

sanctuary of Kohitsuji no Mure would be built in Japan in the near future. So I was praying for 

a place where God’s people could gather every week, although I never imagined it to be so soon. 

I am astounded to see the work of the Lord which far exceeds my expectation. 

In my Philadelphia days, I had long prayed and gone through many hardships to obtain a 

sanctuary. So I no longer wanted to have a church building by man’s effort. As for other 

churches I never heard of anything good spiritually in building sanctuaries either. When the 

construction of a sanctuary becomes a goal of a church, it eventually divides people up, 

becomes their pride, and turns them into idol worship. 

Observing the process of building the Ashiya church (“observing” is an apt expression 

because I did nothing), however, I could not help but recognize in amazement that the Lord was 

building it. 
 
Unless the LORD builds the house,  
those who build it labor in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the city, 
the watchman stays awake in vain. 
It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious toil; 
for he gives to his beloved sleep.                           (Psalm 127:1-2) 
 

The reason why Kohitsuji no Mure exists is that we shall no longer live by man’s effort 

under the guise of faith but live by pure faith of praising the Lord. When we gather to praise the 

Lord, the holy One manifests Himself in the midst of our praise (Psalm 22:3). All we have to do 

is to give praise to the Lord Jesus Christ.  

As the Holy Spirit leads us, some may teach, some may serve, some may prophesy, some 

may heal, and some may speak in tongues, according to the Bible (1 Corinthians 14:26). 

However, praise is the supreme purpose of church worship.  

The church of God is not based on leadership of a pastor, self-sacrifice of church members, 

mission activities, nor early prayer meetings. It has nothing to do with the fleshly power. The 

Church of Jesus Christ is the spiritual Body of Christ. She begins and ends in the Holy Spirit.  

As the scripture says, the Lord is Spirit. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom, 

light and joy.  
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Let us praise the Lord alone and look up at Him alone. This is the worship. Let us see the 

glory of the Lord as in a mirror, removing the veil of plausible disciplines and fleshly 

considerations. We will be changed into what we see, for this is the work of the Spirit of the 

Lord. This is the living worship. 

 

November 14, 1993 

(from “The White Dove IV”) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


